Appendix. Completed OHStat Checklist
	No.
	Section / Topic
	OHStat guideline
	Applicability to this KAP cross-sectional survey
	Reported?
Yes / Partial / No / N/A
	Location in manuscript
	Comments / action needed

	1
	IDENTIFYING INFORMATION / Title
	Space permitting, identify the research design in the title.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Title page
	Current full title identifies the design as a cross-sectional study. If the shortened JDR title is used, keep the design clearly stated in the abstract and Methods.

	2
	IDENTIFYING INFORMATION / Abstract
	Provide a structured abstract, as specified by the journal.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Abstract
	Structured abstract with Introduction, Methods, Results, and Conclusion is provided.

	3
	IDENTIFYING INFORMATION / Consistency
	Confirm that all information in the abstract is identical to that in the article, especially the conclusions.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Abstract; Results; Conclusion
	Key abstract figures are concordant with the Results and tables in the current draft. Recheck after the final numerical audit.

	4
	INTRODUCTION / Problem
	Describe the background, nature, scope, and importance of the problem addressed by the research.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Introduction, paragraphs 1–4
	Background, periodontal burden, orthodontic demand, and clinical relevance of the ortho-periodontal interface are described.

	5
	INTRODUCTION / Objectives
	State the specific research objectives, including any prespecified hypotheses, in terms of a clinically important outcome measure or measures.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Introduction, final paragraph
	Primary and secondary objectives are stated. No formal prespecified hypotheses are reported, which is acceptable for this descriptive KAP survey.

	6
	METHODS / Design
	Describe the overall study design and any variant (e.g., split-mouth, crossover, equivalence) and planned subgroup analyses.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Study design
	The study design is explicitly reported as a nationwide, observational, cross-sectional KAP survey among dentists providing orthodontic care in Morocco. The absence of intervention, follow-up, randomization, split-mouth, crossover, and equivalence components is clarified. The manuscript states that the study was reported in accordance with OHStat and that the completed checklist is provided as an Appendix. No further action needed.

	7
	METHODS / Approach
	In a therapeutic clinical trial, say whether the study was intended to assess the intervention under ideal and controlled circumstances or under real-world conditions.
	Not applicable: not a therapeutic clinical trial
	N/A
	Not applicable
	Not a therapeutic clinical trial; no intervention assessed under efficacy or effectiveness conditions.

	8
	METHODS / Registration
	If the study is registered, name the registry and give the registration number. State whether the trial was registered before the first patient was enrolled and whether the statistical analysis plan was determined before the data were analyzed.
	Usually N/A unless survey protocol was registered
	N/A
	Not applicable
	No clinical trial registration is required for this anonymous cross-sectional survey. If the survey protocol was registered, add registry name and number.

	9
	METHODS / Ethics
	Name the institutional review board that approved the study and give the study identification number. If exempt, state so. State whether written informed consent was obtained. Identify competing interests of the authors and employers.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Survey platform and ethical considerations; Declarations, Ethics approval and consent to participate; Competing interests
	Ethics approval, reference number, voluntary participation, electronic informed consent, anonymity procedures, and declaration of competing interests are reported. No further action needed.

	10
	METHODS / Funding
	Indicate who funded the study and any role the funder had in planning, products/technical support, analysis, or publication. Identify competing interests of funders.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Declarations / Funding statement
	Funding statement added.

	11
	METHODS / Setting
	Indicate the setting(s) and location(s) of the study.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Abstract, Methods; Materials and Methods, Study design; Results, Descriptive statistics
	Setting is described as a nationwide online survey in Morocco; respondents from 11 Moroccan regions are reported.

	12
	METHODS / Eligibility
	Describe the population of interest. Give the criteria for eligibility.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Participants and recruitment
	Population of interest and eligibility criteria are reported.

	13
	METHODS / Recruitment
	Tell how participants were recruited or identified. If done, describe any stratification or matching.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Participants and recruitment
	Recruitment through email and professional social media groups is reported. No stratification or matching was used.

	14
	METHODS / Interventions
	Describe the interventions or experimental conditions—including control conditions—and the protocol under which they were delivered.
	Not applicable: no intervention
	N/A
	Not applicable
	No intervention, experimental condition, or control condition was delivered.

	15
	METHODS / Variables
	Clearly identify the primary outcome variable, important secondary outcomes, and explanatory variables. State the duration of follow-up, if any.
	Applicable; no follow-up
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Questionnaire development, pilot testing and interrogative modalities; Statistical analysis

	The manuscript clearly identifies the primary study variables, including item-level KAP responses and composite Knowledge, Attitude, Practice, and total KAP scores. Response variables for regression analyses and explanatory variables are specified. No follow-up was conducted because of the cross-sectional design. No further action needed.

	16
	METHODS / Unit of observation
	Name the unit of observation or analysis (e.g., tooth, region of mouth, patient). Justify the use of partial-mouth studies.
	Applicable: practitioner/respondent; partial-mouth N/A
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Statistical analysis
	The practitioner/respondent is now explicitly identified as the unit of analysis.

	17
	METHODS / Clinical importance
	Where possible, but especially in clinical trials, report the minimum clinically important difference for the primary outcome.
	Usually N/A for descriptive KAP survey
	N/A
	Not applicable
	Minimum clinically important difference is not relevant to this descriptive KAP survey without a clinical intervention or longitudinal clinical outcome.

	18
	METHODS / Assignment
	In randomized trials, tell how random allocation was created, concealed, and implemented. Tell how patients were assigned to groups.
	Not applicable: non-randomized cross-sectional survey
	N/A
	Not applicable
	Non-randomized cross-sectional survey; no allocation schedule, concealment, or group assignment.

	19
	METHODS / Blinding
	In clinical trials, indicate who was blinded and how. If applicable, indicate whether the control intervention could be distinguished from the experimental intervention.
	Not applicable
	N/A
	Not applicable
	No clinical intervention, treatment allocation, or blinding.

	20
	METHODS / Data collection
	Tell how data were collected throughout the study. If participants or information were excluded, describe how exclusions were identified and reasons for exclusion.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Participants and recruitment; Survey platform and ethical considerations; Results, Descriptive statistics; Figure 1
	Online LimeSurvey data collection and exclusion of 118 empty platform entries are reported. Consider moving exclusion/data-cleaning details into Methods as well.

	21
	METHODS / Measurement
	Describe steps taken to improve quality and accuracy of measurements. For judgments, describe assessor qualifications, knowledge before judgment, and degree of agreement.
	Applicable in adapted form: questionnaire development, pilot testing, clarity/content validity
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Questionnaire development, pilot testing and interrogative modalities
	Questionnaire development, literature-based item construction, pilot testing with 30 practitioners, conditional logic, and response formats are described.

	22
	METHODS / Threats to validity
	Describe procedures used to minimize error, confounding, and bias.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Questionnaire development, pilot testing and interrogative modalities; Survey platform and ethical considerations; Statistical analysis; Discussion, limitations paragraph
	Procedures to reduce error, bias, and confounding are described, including literature-based questionnaire development, pilot testing, item ordering, conditional logic, anonymous data collection, and multivariable adjustment. Remaining limitations are addressed in the Discussion. No further action needed.

	23
	STATISTICAL METHODS / Sample size
	Explain how the sample size was determined; specify the minimum clinically meaningful difference in the primary outcome variable and other values used in a power calculation.
	Applicable in adapted form: sample size formula/assumptions
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Questionnaire development, pilot testing and interrogative modalities
	Sample-size formula is reported, and the actual assumptions/values used (Z, p, d, target sample) are clarified.

	24
	STATISTICAL METHODS / Analytic approach
	Identify the key statistical methods used to analyze the data.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Statistical analysis
	Descriptive statistics, group comparisons, logistic regression, linear regression, variable-selection threshold, and alpha level are reported.

	25
	STATISTICAL METHODS / Primary analysis
	Explain how differences or changes in the primary outcome were analyzed; how associations were estimated.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Statistical analysis; Results, Descriptive statistics; Comparative statistics; Regression analysis; Tables 2–6
	The statistical analysis section distinguishes item-level descriptive analyses, score-based analyses, comparative analyses, and exploratory regression models.

	26
	STATISTICAL METHODS / Analysis populations
	In randomized trials, indicate whether analysis was intention to treat, per protocol, or both. Describe exactly who was included in each analysis.
	Partly applicable: specify available-case and complete/partial respondent handling
	Yes
	Abstract, Methods; Materials and Methods, Statistical analysis; Results, Descriptive statistics; Figure 1
	Available-case descriptive analysis is specified; 300 respondents with at least one valid response and 190 complete questionnaires are reported.

	27
	STATISTICAL METHODS / Stopping rules
	In clinical trials, describe interim analyses or stopping rules and who could stop the trial.
	Not applicable
	N/A
	Not applicable
	No clinical trial, interim analysis, or stopping rule.

	28
	STATISTICAL METHODS / Data preparation
	Identify data-cleaning procedures used before analysis, including missing data, transformations, category creation, outliers. Distinguish prespecified from analysis-driven modifications.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Statistical analysis; Results, Descriptive statistics; Figure 1
	Data preparation is described, including exclusion of empty platform entries, available-case handling of missing data, absence of imputation, original category coding, and score computation rules.

	29
	STATISTICAL METHODS / Multivariable modeling
	Identify purpose of analysis, response and predictor variables considered, and statistical procedures used in model-building.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Statistical analysis; Results, Regression analysis; Tables 3 and 6
	Purpose, model types, response variables, predictor selection threshold, and regression outputs are reported.

	30
	STATISTICAL METHODS / Correlated data
	Tell how correlated/nonindependent or paired data were treated in the analysis. More than one outcome per participant usually must be explicitly modeled.
	Usually N/A: one response per practitioner; state unit was respondent
	N/A
	Not applicable
	No paired, split-mouth, clustered tooth/site-level, or repeated-measure data; one survey response per practitioner. Add explicit unit-of-analysis sentence if desired.

	31
	STATISTICAL METHODS / Ancillary analyses
	Describe ancillary analyses, such as sensitivity analyses, data imputation, assumptions, interaction, or confounding.
	Applicable if performed; otherwise state none/not performed
	N/A
	Not applicable / not performed
	No sensitivity analyses, imputation, interaction analyses, or ancillary analyses are reported. If any were performed, report them explicitly.

	32
	STATISTICAL METHODS / Post hoc analyses
	Identify any post hoc or exploratory analyses, including unplanned subgroup analyses, as such.
	Applicable if any analyses were exploratory
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Statistical analysis; Results, Comparative statistics; Regression analysis
	Comparative analyses and regression models are explicitly identified as exploratory.

	33
	STATISTICAL METHODS / Hypothesis testing
	If P values are reported, identify what is being compared, the statistical test used, and report calculated P values.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Materials and Methods, Statistical analysis; Tables 3–6
	Statistical tests and P-value threshold are reported; P values are shown in comparative and regression tables. Prefer exact P values where possible, except values such as P < .001.

	34
	RESULTS / Participants
	Report the number of participants included/excluded at each stage and the number analyzed in each group/subgroup; consider a flow diagram.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Abstract, Results; Results, Descriptive statistics; Figure 1
	Platform entries, excluded empty entries, included respondents, complete questionnaires, and regional coverage are reported.

	35
	RESULTS / Study data
	Describe the sample; report baseline demographic and clinical characteristics, including measures of variability, for each group.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Results, Descriptive statistics;   Table 1

	Demographic and professional characteristics are reported with counts and percentages.

	36
	RESULTS / Study periods
	Define and give inclusive dates or defining events of distinct study periods. Consider timeline.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Abstract, Methods; Results, Descriptive statistics
	Data-collection period is reported as September 2025 to February 2026.

	37
	RESULTS / Results
	Report outcome-variable results for each group; provide a measure of precision for each comparison, focusing on the primary outcome. Distinguish within-group from between-group differences.
	Applicable; precision especially for regression estimates
	yes
	Abstract, Results; Results, Descriptive statistics; Comparative statistics; Regression analysis; Tables 1–6; Figures 2–5
	Outcome-variable results are reported using item-level denominators, counts, percentages, and score summaries. Exploratory comparative and regression analyses are reported separately. Regression estimates are presented with odds ratios or beta coefficients, 95% confidence intervals, and p values. No further action needed.

	38
	RESULTS / Deviations
	Report any changes in the protocol during the study.
	Applicable if changes occurred; otherwise N/A/no deviations
	N/A
	Not applicable / not reported
	No protocol deviations or changes during the study are reported. If none occurred, consider stating this briefly.

	39
	RESULTS / Harms
	In clinical trials, describe adverse events or harms, including whether they might have been caused by the intervention.
	Not applicable: no intervention
	N/A
	Not applicable
	No intervention; no adverse events or harms to report.

	40
	RESULTS / Modeling
	Report results of multivariable modeling, including interaction terms. Consider how best to report models in tables.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Results, Regression analysis; Tables 3 and 6; Figure 5
	Multivariable logistic and linear regression results are reported with ORs or beta coefficients, 95% CIs, and P values. No interaction terms are reported.

	41
	RESULTS / Exploratory analyses
	Report exploratory analyses, such as subgroups, interactions, sensitivity analyses, separately from primary outcome results.
	Applicable if exploratory analyses performed
	Yes
	Results, Comparative statistics; Regression analysis; Tables 4–6
	Exploratory comparative and regression analyses are explicitly identified as exploratory and presented separately from descriptive item-level and score-based results. No sensitivity, interaction, or subgroup analyses were performed. No further action needed.

	42
	DISCUSSION / Summary
	Summarize the study and the main results.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Discussion, first paragraph
	Discussion summarizes the study and main findings.

	43
	DISCUSSION / Interpretation
	Interpret results cautiously and suggest an explanation. Separate prespecified outcome interpretation from post hoc analyses.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Discussion
	Results are interpreted cautiously overall, with emphasis on diagnostic gaps, interdisciplinary coordination, and education needs. Maintain non-causal wording.

	44
	DISCUSSION / Integration
	Compare results with what is known and integrate findings with the literature.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Discussion
	Findings are integrated with prior surveys and literature on ortho-periodontal management, periodontal diagnosis, biomechanics, and pediatric screening.

	45
	DISCUSSION / Generalization
	Discuss the generalizability/external validity of the results.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Discussion, limitations paragraph

	Generalizability is addressed by noting that the online and voluntary recruitment strategy may limit external validity and that findings should be generalized cautiously to all dentists providing orthodontic care in Morocco. No further action needed

	46
	DISCUSSION / Implications
	If reasonable, comment on applications or implications for health care delivery.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Discussion; Conclusions
	Implications for dental education, continuing professional development, screening, and co-management pathways are discussed.

	47
	DISCUSSION / Limitations
	Describe likely sources, direction, magnitude of error, confounding, and bias not controlled for in design or analysis. Do not merealy cite standard design limitations.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Discussion, limitations paragraph
	A dedicated limitations paragraph has been added. It addresses the cross-sectional design, self-reported clinical practices, online voluntary recruitment, possible selection bias, and the implications of available-case denominators.

	48
	DISCUSSION / Conclusions
	List conclusions in terms of a clinically important outcome measure. Do not restate results; give implications.
	Applicable
	Yes
	Conclusions
	Conclusions provide implications for periodontal diagnosis, full-mouth periodontal assessment, biomechanical considerations in reduced periodontium, structured co-management pathways, and future educational interventions.



“N/A” : an item does not apply.
Source: Best AM, Lang TA, Greenberg BL, Gunsolley JC, Ioannidou E, Task Force on Design and Analysis in Oral Health Research. The OHStat Guidelines for Reporting Observational Studies and Clinical Trials in Oral Health Research: Manuscript Checklist. Journal of Dental Research. 2024. DOI: 10.1177/00220345241247028.
