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1. Introduction

We consider the N-body problem in the £-dimensional space with £ = 2, 3,

miG; = — Z Gmimjlijs, i=1,...,N,
j=1,j#i |q1 - qj|

where q; € R is the position vector of the punctual mass m; in an inertial coordinate system and G is the gravitational
constant which can be taken equal to one by choosing conveniently the unit of time. We fix the center of mass

Zf’: 1 miq;/ Zf\’: 1 m; of the system at the origin of RN The configuration space of the N-body problem in R¢ is

N
€ = (q1,...,qN)e]Rm:Zm,q,-:O,q,-;éqj, fori # j

i=1

Given my, ..., my, a configuration (q, ..., qy) € & is central if there exists a positive constant A such that

qi:_)\.qi, izl,...,N, (])

* Corresponding author. Tel.: +34 938815519; fax: +34 938856900.
E-mail addresses: montserrat.corbera@uvic.cat (M. Corbera), jllibre@mat.uab.cat (J. Llibre).

0393-0440/$ - see front matter © 2008 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
doi:10.1016/j.geomphys.2008.05.003


http://www.elsevier.com/locate/jgp
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/jgp
mailto:montserrat.corbera@uvic.cat
mailto:jllibre@mat.uab.cat
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.geomphys.2008.05.003

1242 M. Corbera, J. Llibre / Journal of Geometry and Physics 58 (2008) 1241-1252

that is if the acceleration ; of each point mass m; is proportional to its position q; relative to the center of mass of the system
and is directed towards the center of mass.

The central configurations of the N-body problem are important because they allow the computation of all the
homographic solutions; every motion starting and ending in a total collision is asymptotic to a central configuration, and
every parabolic motion of the N bodies (i.e. the N bodies tend to infinity as the time tends to infinity with zero radial velocity)
is asymptotic to a central configuration (see [9,2]); there is a relation between central configurations and the bifurcations of
the hypersurfaces of constant energy and angular momentum (see [10]); etc.

Two central configurations in R are in the same class if there exist a rotation and a homothecy of R® which transform
one into the other.

The first known central configurations are the three classes of collinear central configurations for the 3-body problem
found in 1767 by Euler [3]. In 1772 Lagrange [6] proved that when N = 3, for each values of the masses my, m, and ms,
there are two classes of central configurations with the masses located at the vertices of an equilateral triangle. Those five
classes are all the classes of central configurations of the 3-body problem. Only partial results on central configurations are
known for N > 3.

A central configuration of R? is called planar if the configuration of the N bodies is contained in a plane, and it is called
spatial if there does not exist a plane containing the configuration of the N bodies.

The simplest known planar central configuration of the N-body problem for N > 2 is obtained by taking N equal masses
at the vertices of a regular N-gon. We cannot find in the literature who was the first in discovering such planar central
configurations. If we take N equal masses at the vertices of a regular polyhedron with N vertices, then we obtain a spatial
central configuration of the N-body problem (see [1]).

A homographic solution is a solution of the N-body problem such that at every time the configuration of the N bodies
is central. If the central configuration is planar, then there exist three types of homographic solutions, the homothetic, the
relative equilibrium and the composition of both. Let (q;, ...qy) € RN be a planar central configuration. A homothetic

solution is of the form (o(t)qy, ..., 0(t)qy), and a relative equilibrium solution is of the form (A(t)qq, ..., A(t)qy) where
cos wt sinwt . . . . . .
A(t) = (—sinwt COSZ[). For the spatial central configurations the unique possible homographic solutions are the

homothetic ones. For more details on homographic motions see Witner [11].

It is also known the existence of planar central configurations for the 2n-body problem where the masses are at the
vertices of two nested regular n-gons with a common center. In such configurations all the masses on the same n-gon
are equal but masses on different n-gons could be different. It seems that the first in studying these nested planar central
configurations was Longley [8] in 1907, later on in 1927 and 1929 Bilimovitch (see [4]), and in 1967 Klemplerer [5] also
studied them. More recently they have been also studied in [12,13].

We say that two regular polyhedra are nested if they have the same number of vertices n, the same center and the positions
of the vertices of the inner polyhedron r; and the ones of the outer polyhedron R; satisfy the relation R; = pr; for some scale
factor p > 1andforalli=1,...,n.

In this paper we shall prove that for convenient masses at the vertices of two nested regular polyhedra (see Fig. 1) we get
spatial central configurations for the 2n-body problem in R>. As in the planar case all the masses located at the vertices of the
same polyhedron must be equal, but masses on different polyhedra could be different. There are five regular polyhedra: the
tetrahedron, the octahedron, the cube, the icosahedron and the dodecahedron with 4, 6, 8, 12 and 20 vertices, respectively.
Some preliminary results in this direction restricted to the tetrahedron and octahedron can be found in [14,7]. Here we give
an unified analytic proof for all five regular polyhedra.

The nested regular tetrahedra (octahedra, cube, icosahedra and dodecahedra) central configurations are characterized in
Section 2 (3-6, respectively). The main results of these sections are summarized in the following theorem.

Theorem 1. We consider 2n masses at the vertices of two nested regular polyhedra of n vertices, where n can be either 4, 6, 8, 12
or 20. Assume that the masses of the inner polyhedron are equal to m; and the masses of the outer polyhedron are equal to mj.
Then given two arbitrary positive values of m; and m, there exists a unique value of the scale factor p of the nested polyhedra for
which this configuration is central.

Assume that q; = (x;, i, z;)) € R, then the equations of the spatial central configurations given by (1) can be written as

N
mj(xi — Xj)
ex; = —Ax; =0,
’ jzlééi (% = x)* + @i =y + @ —z)»)*2
N
m;(yi — ¥j)
eyi = — 4y =0, 2
' j:%,. (i = %)+ 0 =) + @ —z))¥2 @
N
m;j(z; — z;
ezi = Z j( ! J) —Az; =0,

L7 (K= %)2 + i = y)* + (@ — 2)*)*?
fori=1,...,N.
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(a) Nested regular tetrahedra. (b) Nested regular octahedra. (c) Nested regular cube.

(d) Nested regular icosahedra. (e) Nested regular dodecahedra.

Fig. 1. Nested regular polyhedra.
2. Nested tetrahedra

In this section we study the spatial central configurations of the 8-body problem when the masses are located at the
vertices of two nested tetrahedra. Taking conveniently the unit of masses we can assume that all the masses of the inner
tetrahedron are equal to one. We also choose the unit of length in such a way that the edges of the inner tetrahedron have
length 2. Recall that the set of central configurations is invariant under homothecies.

Proposition 2. Consider four equal masses m; = m, = ms = my = 1 located at the vertices of a regular tetrahedron with
edge length 2 having positions (x1,y1,21) = (=1, —=1/3/3, =1//6), (X2,y2.22) = (1, —=1/3/3, =1//6), (x3,y3,23) =
(0, 2/\/§, —l/\/g), and (X4, ¥4, z4) = (0, 0, \/3/2). Consider four additional equal masses ms = mg = m; = mg = m at the
vertices of a second nested regular tetrahedron having positions (X;y4, Yi+4, Ziva) = p(Xi, ¥i, z)) fori=1,...,4and p > 1(see
Fig. 1(a)). Then the following statements hold.

(a) Such configuration is central for the spatial 8-body problem when
@pP2 _ p 4 242Gp+)

(p—1D2 2 " (3p2+2p+3)3/2
m = =
fs(p) _12 @33 + 2v2p(p+3)
o’ (=12 T (3p%+42p+3)72

and p > o = 1.8899915758445007 . . ., where « is the unique real solution of fs(p) = 0 for p > 1.
(b) For a fixed value of m > 0 there exists a unique p > « for which the nested regular tetrahedra is a central configuration.

Proof. It is easy to check that in the statement of Proposition 2 the positions and the values of the masses have been taken
so that the center of mass of the configuration is located at the origin.
We substitute the positions and the values of the masses into (2). After some computations we obtain that ex3 = ex, =

ex; = exs = ey; = eyg = 0,eX; = —eX, €Xs = —eXg, €Y = €y, = —ex/+/3, ey3 = 2ex3/+/3, eys = eys = —exs//3,

ey; = 2exg//3, €21 = ez, = ez3 = —exo /6, ez4 = \/3/2ex,, €25 = ezg = ez; = —exg/~/6 and ezg = /3/2exg. Therefore
system (2) is equivalent to system

1 @2/3°°m 2V2m(p+3)
2 (p—12  (BpP+20+30%7

m . (2/3)°? 2v2Bp + 1)
exg =—Ap+ 5+ 2 2 32
202 (p—12  (3p*+2p+3)¥

ex; = —A +

’

(3
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Solving system (3) with respect to the variables » and m we get A = a(p)/f(p) and m = b(p)/f (p) where
8/27 1/4  8(3p?+10p +3) 16/(3v/3)

O = T T 2 T B 2013° (DGR 201
by = I b _22Gpt D)
(p—12% 2 (3p%+2p+3)32°
oy = M2 _ @30 2V20(0+3)
Pt (p—=1*  (Bp*+2p+3)%2

Since p > 1 and equation 3p? + 2p + 3 = 0 has no real solutions, a(p), b(p) and f(p) are well defined for p > 1. The

function f (p) has no real zeros when p > 1.Indeed f (p) can be written as

36v2(p — 1203 (p +3) — (30 + 2p + 3)”" (4¢6p3 +9p% —18p + 9)

18(p — 1202 (302 +2p +3)™"

So f(p) = 0if and only if

36v2(p — 1)20%(p +3) = (302 + 20 +3)° (4«@;3 +9p? — 18p + 9) .

We transform this equation into a polynomial one by squaring both sides of the equality. Solving numerically the resulting
polynomial equation we see that there are no real solutions of f(p) = 0 with p > 1, in particular f(p) < 0for p > 1.

Therefore A and m are well defined for p > 1.

The solution of (3) gives a central configuration of the 8-body problem if and only if A > 0 and m > 0. Next we analyze

the sign of A and m for p > 1. The function a(p) can be written as
B a1(p) + ax(p)
108(p — 1)%p2 (3p2 +2p + 3

a(p) = e

where

a1(p) = 1923(p — 1)*p* (307 +2p +3)

a(p) = (30> +2p +3)7 (729p™° — 1458° — 27p% — 2167 + 24642°
— 309560 +24642p* — 216p> — 27p* — 1458p + 729).

We solve numerically the polynomial equation (a;(p))? = (—a2(p))? and we see that it has no real solutions. Therefore A

is always different from zero. In particular it is positive for p > 1.
Finally b(p) can be written as

36v2(0 — 1)2GBp + 1) — (302 +2p + 3)*" (9/03 — 18p% +9p — 4\/5)

18(p — 1)? (3p% +2p +3)™

Solving numerically the equation

(36f2(p —1)%3p + 1))2 = (302 +2p+3) (9p3 —18p% +9p — 4«/6)

we see that it has only two real solutions with p > 1, these solutions are p = 1.6903479049860676...and p = o =
1.8899915758445007 .. ., but p = « is the unique one that satisfies equation b(p) = 0. Furthermore, b(p) > 0 for

1<p<aandb(p) <0forp >a,som < O0forl < p < a,andm > 0 for p > «. This proves statement (a).

In order to prove statement (b) it is sufficient to prove that m is an increasing function of p for p > «. The derivative of

m with respect to p is

d 1 db d
m_ (*(p)f(p) - b(p)fdf (p)>
0

dp ~ f(p)? \dp
where
db 12V2(30° +2p = 1)  22/3)** 1
—p) = - - -5
do (302 +2p +3)”"? (p—13 2
df 2/3*(p+1)  2v2(3p° +17p> =3p-9) 1
—(p) = 3 - 5/2 -3
dp (b—1) (302 +2p +3) Iy

(4)
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We have seen that f(p) < 0 and b(p) < 0 for p > a.Since 3p> +2p — 1 > 0for p > 1,db/dp is negative for p > 1.
Finally, we solve equation df /dp(p) = 0 by proceeding in a similar way as for the resolution of equation f (o) = 0 and we
see that this equation has no real zeros for p > 1. In particular, df /dp(p) > 0 for p > 1. Therefore dm/dp > 0 for p > «.
This proves statement (b). O

3. Nested octahedra

In this section we study the spatial central configurations of the 12-body problem when the masses are located at the
vertices of two nested octahedra. Taking conveniently the unit of masses we can assume that all the masses of the inner
octahedron are equal to one. We also choose the unit of length in such a way that the edges of the inner octahedron have
length 2.

Proposition 3. Consider six equal masses m; = 1 fori = 1,...,6 at the vertices of a regular octahedron with edge length
2 haVing pOSitions (thh Zl) = (15 Ov 0)1 (XZs Y2, 22) = (_]7 07 O)v (X37 Y3, 23) = (Os 13 O)v (X45}’45 24) = (Ov _]7 0):
(x5,¥5,25) = (0,0, 1), (Xs,¥6,25) = (0,0, —1). Consider six additional equal masses m; = m fori = 7,...,12 at the
vertices of a second nested regular octahedron having positions (Xi1e, Yits, Zitvs) = p(Xi, ¥i,zi)) fori=1,...,6and p > 1 (see
Fig. 1(b)). Then the following statements hold.

(a) Such configuration is central for the spatial 12-body problem when

4 (1+4V2)p | 2(p?+1)
— _ ()’ ‘ (v?-1)°
m = fia(p) = Y B na’
(-1 " (1) 4’

and p > o = 1.7298565115043054 . . ., where « is the unique real solution of fi;(p) = 0for p > 1.
(b) For a fixed value of m > 0 there exists a unique p > « for which the nested regular octahedra is a central configuration.

Proof. It is easy to check that the center of mass of the configuration defined in Proposition 3 is at the origin. We substitute
the positions and the values of the masses into (2). After some computations we get that ex; = ex; = exs = exg = exg =
€X10 = €X11 = €X12 = €Y1 = €Yy = €Y5 = €Yg = €Y7 = €Yyg = €Y11 = €Y12 = €Z1 = €Zy = €Z3 = €Zy = €Z7 = €Zg = €Zg =
ezip = 0,ey; = ezs = exq, exo = ey, = ezg = —exXq, Y9 = ezy1; = ex7, and exg = ey19 = ezy, = —exy. Therefore system (2)
is equivalent to system

4m 4pm 1
ex| = - —A+V2+- =0,
1 (pz + _1)3/2 (,OZ _ _1)2 4
(5)
(1/4+f2)m 2 (p? +1) 4p
X =—————— — Ao+ 7 T 3/2=0
P (0> =1)" (p*+1)
Solving system (5) with respect to the variables A and m we get A = a(p)/f(p) and m = b(p)/f(p) where
a(o) = 16p  8(p°+p) 8 _33+8V2
P +1)° (-1 (-1 () 16t
b(p) = ——F O+4¢®p+2“ﬁ+0
p) = - :
(P +1)"" 4 (P 1)’
402 4 1442
flo) = ——2 P :

+ -
G- ey
Since p > 1,a(p), b(p) and f(p) are well defined for p > 1. The function f (o) can be written as

F(p) = filp) — falp)
Ap — 12020 + 2 (p2 + 1)

where
fi(p) = 16p% (p* = 1)°,
Rp) = (0> +1)"? ((17 + 4\/5) pt 2 (1 + 4\/5) pr4 1+ 4f2) .

Solving numerically the polynomial equation (f; (0))? = (f2(p))? we see that f (o) = 0 has no real solutions when p > 1,
in particular f (p) < 0 for p > 1. Therefore A and m are well defined for p > 1.
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We can write
ai(p) + ax(p)

160 — D*p2(p + D (0 + 1)

a(p) = o7

where
ai(p) = 128p% (p* — 1),
aip) = (p2+1)" ((33 n sfz) P = (33 n sfz) p? — 128
~3 (33 + sfz) P +1536p° + 3 (33 + sﬁ) p® — 7680
+3 (33 + sfz) 0% 4 1536p° — 3 (33 + sfz) ot — 128 — (33 n sﬁ) p? 433 4 8«5) .

Solving numerically the polynomial equation (a;(p))> = (—ax(p))? we see that a(p) has no real solutions for p > 1.
Therefore A is different from zero for p > 1. In particular it is positive for p > 1.
Finally we have

b1(p) — bz (p)

b(p) =
4(p — D2(p 4+ 1% (02 +1)

3/2

where
bi(p) = 16p (p* — 1)°,
ba(o) = (07 + 1) ((14+4v2) p° =2 (1+4v2) 0> — 89> + 4V2p + p - 8) .

We solve numerically equation (b;(p))> = (b2(p))? and we see that it has only two real roots with p > 1, they are
p = 1.5419308914910530...and p = o = 1.7298565115043054... ., but p = « is the unique one that satisfies equation
b(p) = 0. Furthermore, b(p) > 0for1 < p < aand b(p) < Oforp > a,som <0for1 < p < a,andm > 0 for p > «.
This proves statement (a).

In order to prove statement (b) we proceed as in Section 2. The derivative dm/dp is given by (4) where

db 4p (p* +3 8p% — 4 1
A A G B V2,
dp (,02—1) (,02+1) 4
g( - 4-8p> 8(PP+p) 1+4V2
N R A

As above f(p) < 0and b(p) < 0for p > «.Since 80> — 4 > 0for p > 1,db/dp is negative for p > 1. We solve equation
df /dp(p) = 0 by proceeding in a similar way as for the resolution of equation f(p) = 0 and we get that it has no real
solutions for p > 1, in particular df /dp(p) > 0 for p > 1. Therefore m is increasing for p > «. This proves statement
(b). O

4. Nested cube

In this section we study the spatial central configurations of the 16-body problem when the masses are located at the
vertices of two nested cubes. Taking conveniently the unit of masses we can assume that all the masses of the inner cube
are equal to one. We also choose the unit of length in such a way that the edges of the inner cube have length 2.

Proposition 4. Consider eight equal masses m; = 1fori =1, ..., 8 at the vertices of a regular cube with edge length 2 having
pOSitiOnS (XI,YMZl) - (]7 ]7 1)' (X27.V2722) - (]7 17 _1)v (X3».V3»Z3) - (1» _15 1)r (X4sy4fz4) - (_17 15 1)r (X5ay5525) -
1,-1,-1), (x¢,¥5,25) = (—1,1,-1), (X7,y7,27) = (—=1,—1,1), and (xg,ys,z3) = (—1,—1, —1). Consider eight
additional equal masses m; = m for i = 9,...,16 at the vertices of a second nested regular cube having positions
(Xitrs, Vits, Zirg) = p(x;, ¥i, zi) fori=1,...,8 and p > 1 (see Fig. 1(c)). Then the following statements hold.

(a) Such configuration is central for the spatial 16-body problem when m = b(p)/f (p) where

1 2(p?+1 3p—1 3p+1
72 3v3(02—1)" (302 —2p+3) (30 +2p+3)
Fio) — _18+9ﬁ+2ﬁ B 42 B (p—3)p (p+3)p
72p? 3V3(02—1)"  (3p2-20+3)""  (3p2+20+3)7"

and p > a = 1.643646762940176 . .. where « is the unique real solution of b(p) = 0 for p > 1.
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(b) For a fixed value of m > 0 there exists a unique p > « for which the nested regular cube is a central configuration.

Proof. It is easy to check that the center of mass of the configuration defined in Proposition 4 is at the origin. We substitute
the positions and the values of the masses into (2). After some computations we obtain that ex, = ex3 = exs = ey; =
€Yy = €eYy4 = €eYg — €Z1 =— €Z3 = €Zy4 — €Z; — €eX1,€Xq4 — eXg — €eX7; = €eXg — €eYy3 = €Yys; = ey; = eyg = ez, =

€Z5 = €eZg = eZg = —eXq1, X190 = €X1] = €X13 = €Yg = €Yy190 = €Y12 = €Y14 = €Zg = €Z1] = €eZ1p; = €eZi5 = €Xo, and
€X12 = eX14 = eX15 = €X1g = ey11 = €Y13 = €y15 = ey1g = €Z1g = €Z13 = €Z14 = €Z1g = —eXg. Therefore system (2) is
equivalent to system
1 4m m(p —3 m(p + 3
ex; = o (18+9v2+2v3) = - e R R —
72 3W3(p2—1)" (302 —2p+3) (302 +2p +3)
(6)
(18+9v2+23) m 2(p? + 1) 30— 1 3p+1
X9 = 2 —Ap+ >+ 2 T 32 =0
72p 3V3(p2—1) (302 —2p+3) (302 +2p +3)

Solving system (6) with respect to the variables A and m we get > = a(p)/f(p) and m = b(p)/f (p) where
83454v2 4+ 12/34+6v6  8(p*+p) 3p24+10p + 3 3p2 —10p +3

a(p) = + _
864p? 27(p2=1)"  (3024+20+3)° (302 -20+3)°
B 2(p+3) N 2(p = 3)
3/2 3/2
3v3(p? = 1) (302 =20 +3)""  3v3(p? — 1) (302 +2p +3)
16p

+ :
(30% —2p+3)2 (3p% +2p + 3)*

Since p > 1 and equations 3p? + 2p + 3 = 0 and 3p? — 2p + 3 = 0 have no real solutions, a(p), b(p) and f(p) are well
defined for p > 1. Next we find the real zeros of f (o) when p > 1. The function f (p) can be written as
3/2 3/2
)/ (7200 = D200 + 17 (307 = 20 +3) (37 + 20 +3)?)
where f1(p) is given by
2 2 3 2 3/2 2 3/2
72(02 = 1) p* [0 +3) (307 =20 +3)" = (0 = 3) (307 + 20 +3)]
— (302 —2p+3)" (30> + 20 +3)" ((18 Vot 34\@) ot
_ 2(18+9«/§+2f3)p2+18+9f2+2ﬁ).

Then f(p) = 0 if and only f;(p) = 0. Notice that equation f;(p) = 0 can be written as

21(0)VG1(p) + £2(0)vG2(p) = g3(0)v/G1(0)G2(0).

Squaring both sides of this equation we get

g1(0)*G1(p) + 22(p)*Ga(p) — 83(0)*G1(P)G2(p) = —221(p)g2(P)v/ G1(p)G2(p)-

Squaring again both sides of the last equation we get a polynomial equation. We solve it numerically and we see that it has
a unique real solution p = 4.26968682884071 ... with p > 1 which is not a solution of the initial equation f;(p) = 0.
Therefore f(p) = 0 has no real solutions with p > 1 and consequently A and m are well defined for p > 1. Moreover
f(p) <Oforp > 1.

Repeating the same arguments for b(p) we see that b(p) has a unique real zero when p > 1 which is given by
p = a = 1.643646762940176. ... Furthermore, b(p) > Ofor1 < p < o and b(p) < Ofor p > a,som < O for
1<p<a,andm > 0forp > «.

Let a;(p) be the numerator of a(p). It is easy to check that a;(p) = 0 can be written as

21(P)VGi1(p) + &(0)v/G2(p) = g3(p)v G1(p)G2(p0) + 8a(p)-
Squaring both sides of this equation we get
81(0)°G1(p) + £(p)*G2(p) — 83(0)*G1(p)G2(p) — 8a(p)*
= —(2g1(0)&2(p) + 283(p)g1(P)) v G1(0) G2(p).

Squaring again both sides of the last equation we get a polynomial equation. We solve it numerically and we see that it has
no real solutions with p > 1. Therefore a(p) is different from zero for p > 1. This proves statement (a).
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Now we prove statement (b). The derivative dm/dp is given by (4) where

db 4p (p? +3 18p% — 12p — 6 6(3p°+2p—1 1

db = tele )3— s (0% + 2 5/)2——<18+9ﬁ+2\/§),
do 3V3(p2—1) (302 —2p+3) (302 +2p +3) 72

df() 8p(p2+1) 30341702 =3p—-9 3p°—17p> —3p+9 18+9v2+2V3

o) = _ )
dp 3V3(02—=1)° (302 +2p+3)”" (302 —2p +3)™" 36p°

We have seen that f(p) < 0and b(p) < 0 for p > «.Since 18p? — 12p —6 > 0and 3p?> +2p —1 > Ofor p > 1,db/dp is
negative for p > 1. Finally, we solve equation df /dp (o) = 0 by proceeding in a similar way as for the resolution of equation
f(p) = 0 and we get that it has no real zeros for p > 1, in particular df /dp(p) > 0 for p > 1. Therefore dm/dp > 0 for
p > «. This proves statement (b). O

5. Nested icosahedra

In this section we study the spatial central configurations of the 24-body problem when the masses are located at the
vertices of two nested icosahedra. Taking conveniently the unit of masses we can assume that all the masses of the inner
icosahedron are equal to one. We also choose the unit of length in such a way that the edges of the inner icosahedron have
length 2.

Proposition 5. Consider twelve equal masses m; = 1fori = 1, ..., 12 located at the vertices of a regular icosahedron with
edge length 2 having positions (x1,y1,z1) = (0, 1,¢), (x2,¥2,22) = (0,1, =¢), (x3,¥3,23) = (0, =1, 9), (X4,y4,24) =
0,-1,—=¢), (xs,¥5,25) = (1,9,0), (x6,¥6,26) = (1,—¢,0), (x7,¥7,27) = (=1,6,0), (x3,¥5,28) = (—1,—¢,0),
(X9, Y9, 29) = (¢, 0, 1), (X10, Y10, Z10) = (¢, 0, —1), (X11, Y11, Z11) = (=9, 0, 1), and (x12, Y12, Z12) = (—¢, 0, —1), where
¢ = (1+ ﬁ)/z is the golden ratio. Consider twelve additional equal masses m; = m for i = 12, ..., 24 at the vertices of
a second nested regular icosahedron having positions (Xiy12, Yit+12, Zit12) = pXi,yi,z) fori = 1,...,12and p > 1 (see
Fig. 1(d)). Then the following statements hold.

(a) Such configuration is central for the spatial 24-body problem when m = b(p)/f (p) where

e B ) L A T Y AV ey

5(p? — 1)° (002 — 460 +¢)""  (pp? +49p +¢)"
ry o W2 2v2 (V5 —5) p N WI(Vao+5)p 5515 245
5(2=1)°  (ep? —4bp+0)” (007 +40p+0)" 2007

¢ =5++/5and p > « = 1.549351115672993 . . . where « is the unique real solution of b(p) = 0.
(b) For a fixed value of m > 0 there exists a unique p > « for which the nested regular icosahedra is a central configuration.

Proof. It is easy to check that the center of mass of the configuration defined in Proposition 5 is at the origin. We substitute
the positions and the values of the masses into (2). After some computations we get that ex; = ex, = ex3 = ex; = ex;3 =
€X14 = €X15 = €X16 = €Y9 = €Y10 = €Y11 = €Y12 = €Y1 = €Yy = €Y23 = €Yy4 = €Z5 = €Zg = €Z7 = €Zg = €Z17 =

eZ13 = €eZ19g = eZyy = O, eXg = €y1 = ey, = €Zg = €eZ11 = €Xs5, X7 = €eXg = €Yz = €Y4 = eZyjg = €eZ1y; = —EeXs,
eXg = eX19 = eYs = ey; = ez = ez3 = (eXs, eXq] = eX1y = €Yg = €Yy = €Z) = €Zy = —QeXs, eX1;3 = €y13 = €y14 =
€Zy1 = €Zp3 = eX17, €X1g = eXyg = €Y15 = €Y1 = €Zyy = €Zp4 = —€X17, €X3] = €Xpy = €Y7 = €y19 = €Z13 = eZ15 = Pex1y,
and ex;3 = exy4 = €y13 = €Yy = ez14 = ez15 = —@exq7. Therefore system (2) is equivalent to system

s 2v/2m (V5p - 5) N 2v2m (v/5p +5) 4 5—2ﬁm,0+210<5\f5+ /5_2£>’

(p? —4¢p+ )" (p0? +4¢p + ) 5 (02 —1)°

(7)
(5«/§+\/5—2ﬁ)m_k L2 5—24/5(p>+1) Zﬁ(f—Sp) 2\/§<5,0+\f5>

P 2 - 3z T 32
2002 5(p2—1) (pp? —4gp + )" (pp? +40p +¢)”
Solving system (7) with respect to the variables A and m we get A = a(p)/f(p) and m = b(p)/f (p) where a(p) is given

by
8(2{—5)(p2+1)p 65—f5+5,/5<5—2f5) 4 10—4ﬁ(ﬁp+5)

25 (p — 1) 20002 5(p2 —1) (¢p0? — 40 + 9)

ex17 =

32
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4/10-4v5(Vp—5)  40(v5p? —6p+5) 40(v5p2 +6p+V5)

5(p2 — 1) (002 + 460 + ¢) " (pp? —4¢p + )’ (¢p? +4¢p + )
320p

+ :
(90?40 + )" (po? + 490+ ¢)"?

Since p > 1and equations ¢ % +4¢p +¢ = 0,and pp? —4¢p + ¢ = 0 = 0 have no real solutions, a(p), b(p) and f (p)
are well defined for p > 1. We proceed as in Section 4 and after doing a lot of tedious computations we prove that f(p) < 0
for p > 1, so A and m are well defined for p > 1. We also prove that a(p) has no real zeros when p > 1 and that b(p) has a
unique real zero when p > 1 which is given by p = o = 1.549351115672993. .. .. Furthermore, b(p) > 0for1 < p < «
and b(p) < Oforp > a,som < 0for1 < p < «,and m > 0O for p > «. This proves statement (a).

Now we prove statement (b). The derivative dm/dp is given by (4) where

db 4v5—-2v5p (0> +3)  4v2(50p* —20¢p — @)  4v2(5¢p* +20¢p — )
T(P) = - . 3 - 2 52 5 52
p 5(0? = 1) (00 — 40 + ¢) (00 + 490 +¢)
—21—0 <5«@+\/5—2\/§),
&, 85 250 (p* +1) | 2v/2(10¢p° — 99p> — 10¢p + 5¢)
dp 5(p2 - 1)° (pp? — 4pp + )"
_ 2v/2(1040* +9¢p® — 104 — 5¢) N 5v5 4 /5 —24/5
(0o? +4¢p + )" 10p? .

We have seen that f(p) < 0and b(p) < 0 for p > «. We solve equations db/dp(p) = 0 and df /dp(p) = 0 by proceeding
in a similar way as for the resolution of equation f(p) = 0 and we get that they have no real solutions with p > 1.In
particular, db/dp(p) < 0and df /dp(p) > O for p > 1. Therefore dm/dp > O for p > «. This proves statement (b). O

6. Nested dodecahedra

In this section we study the spatial central configurations of the 40-body problem when the masses are located at the
vertices of two nested dodecahedra. Taking conveniently the unit of masses we can assume that all the masses of the inner
dodecahedron are equal to one. We also choose the unit of length in such a way that the edges of the inner dodecahedron
have length 2.

Proposition 6. Consider twenty equal masses m; = 1 fori = 1,..., 20 located at the vertices of a regular dodecahedron
with edge length 2 having positions (x1,¥1,z1) = (1, 1, 1), (x2,¥2,22) = (—1,1, 1), (x3,y3,23) = (1, =1, 1), (X4, Y4, 24) =
(1,1, =1), (x5, ¥5,25) = (=1, =1,1), (X6, ¥6, 26) = (=1, 1, =1), (X7,y7,27) = (1, =1, =1), (X3, ¥s,28) = (=1, -1, =1),
(X9, Y9, 29) = (0, 1/¢, ¢), (X10, Y10, Z210) = (0, =1/, @), (X11, Y11, 211) = (0, 1/, =), (X12, Y12, 212) = (0, =1/, —9),
(%13, 13, 213) = (1/6, 9, 0), (X14, Y14, Z14) = (=1/, ¢, 0), (x15, Y15, 215) = (1/, —, 0), (X16, Y16, Z16) = (—1/¢, —¢, 0),
(%17, Y17, 217) = (¢,0,1/9), (X18,Y18,218) = (=¢,0,1/9), (x19,¥19,219) = (¢, 0, =1/®), and (x20, Y20, 220) =
(—¢,0,—1/¢), wherep = (1 +J§)/2 is the golden ratio. Consider twenty additional equal masses m; = mfori = 21, ..., 40
at the vertices of a second nested regular dodecahedron having positions (X120, Yi+20, Zi+20) = p (i, ¥i,zi) fori = 1,...,20
and p > 1 (see Fig. 1(e)). Then the following statements hold.

(a) Such configuration is central for the spatial 40-body problem when m = b(p)/f (p) where

1 2(p?+1 6p —2 6p +2

bp) = —— (184 9v2+v3+9V5) p + (o?+1) 5+ P=s s
36 3vV3(p2—1)" (302 —2p+3) (30% +2p +3)

6pp —/5—5 3p++5
3/2 3/2°
20 (302 -25p+3) (302 +2v5p+3)
B 4p? 2(p—3)p 2(p+3)p

flp) = — 5 2 N 3/2 + 2 3/2

3V3(p2 1) (302 —2p+3) (302 +2p+3)

_ <(5+ﬁ)p_6¢)p (<5+*/§)p+6¢)r0 | 1849V2+V3+95
26 (30 ~2v5p + 3)3/2 26 (307 + 250 + 3)3/2 36p2

and p > o = 1.462226054217616 . .. where « is the unique real solution of b(p) = 0.
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(b) For a fixed value of m > 0 there exists a unique p > « for which the nested regular dodecahedra is a central configuration.

Proof. It is easy to check that the center of mass of the configuration defined in Proposition 6 is at the origin. We substitute
the positions and the values of the masses into (2). After some computations we obtain that exg = ex1g = ex;; = ex;; =
€Xy9 = €X3g0 = €X31 = €X3y = €Y17 = €Y1 = €Y19 = €Yo = €Yy37 = €y3z = €y39 = €Y40 = €Z13 = €Z14 = €Z;5 =
€Z1g — €Z33 = €Z34 = €Z35 — €Z35 — O, €X3 = €X4 = eXy; = €Y1 = €Yy = €y4 = €Yyg = €Z1 = €Zy; = €Z3 = eZ; = eXq,

eX; = eXs = eXg = eXg = €ey3 = ey5 = €Y7 = eyg = eZy = €Zg = eZ7; = €Zg = —eXq, eX13 = eX15 = €Yg = ey1] = eZy7 =
eZ13 = eX1/¢, eX14 = eXjg = eY1p = €Y1z = €Zig = eZy = —eX1/P, eX;7 = eX1g = ey13 = eY14 = eZy = eZyg = Pexy,
exig = eXyp = €Y15 = €Y1p = €Z1] = €Z1y = —(eXy, €X3 = €Xp4 = €Xy7 = €Yy = €Yy = €Yy4 = €Y = €Zy] = €Zy; =
€233 = €Zy5 = €X31, €X32 = €X35 = €Xpg = €Xp3 = €Yp3 = €Yy5 = €Y7 = €Y = €234 = €Z¢ = €Zy7 = €Z3 = —€X31,
€X33 = €X35 = €Yyg = €y3 = €Z3; = €Zz = €Xp1/P, eX34 = €X3g = €Y3 = €y = €Z39 = €Zy = —€X31/P,

€X37 = €X39g = €Y33 = €Y3q = €39 = €Z30 =
Therefore system (2) is equivalent to system

m<(5+x/§>p—6¢) N m((5+ﬁ)p+6¢)

¢exyr and exsg = exq = ey3s = ey = €z31 = ezyp = —Pexy.

ey = —h- 3/2 3/2
20 (302 —2v5p+3) 20302 +245p+3)
2m(p — 3) 2m(p + 3) 4mp 1 (
- - —(18+9v2++3 9\/5) ,
(3p2 —2p +3)32 " (3p2 +2p + 3)32 Bﬁ(p2_1)2+36 + + +
2(p*+1) 6¢p — /5 —5 (8)
e = —Ap+ 5 3T 32
3V3(02—1)" 24 (3p2 —2J5p + 3)
30+/5 6p — 2 6012 +<18+9\/§+«/§+9\/§)m
3/2 2 _ 3/2 2 3/2 2 :
(3p2 +2v5p + 3) Bp*=2p+3) (3p% +2p+3) 36p

Solving system (8) with respect to the variables » and m we get A = a(p)/f(p) and m = b(p)/f(p) where

a(p) = 4(p —3) +4(3,02+10,0+3)_ 4(3p2—2(1+zﬁ)p+3)

3V3(02 1) (302 +204+3)"" (302 +2043) 4 (3p212p+3) (302 - 250 +3)

4(3p2+(2+4\/§),0+3> 2(3(3+«/§)p2—2(7+5ﬁ)p+3(3+ﬁ))

+ 5 —
/2 3/2
¢ (302 —2p +3)*? (3p2 +2+/5p + 3) ¢ (302 —2p +3)™"? (3p2 —25p + 3)

2(3(3+f5)p2+2(7+5«ﬁ)p+3(3+£)) 3(5+«@)p2+28¢p+3(5+ﬁ>

3/2

3/2

+

6 (307 +2p +3)"* (30 + 2450 + 3) 2 (30> +2v50 +3)

3(5+3v5) 02— 14(3+5) p+9V5+15  g(p1 4 p) 4o +3)

(3+5) (302 = 2v30 + 3)3 27(p2 = 1)" 3V3(p = 1) (30> —2p +3)"
(5+5) 0 +6¢ (5+5) 0 — 60

- +

3v3¢ (0 - 1) (3p2 — 250+ 3)3/2 3v3¢ (02 - 1) (3p2 +2v5p + 3)3/2

8p 64p

+ 32 7 5 32 1 5

(3p2 —25p + 3) (3p2 +2v5p + 3) (30> —2p+3)"" (30> +2p +3)

149 + 54/2 4 6+/3 + 54+/5 + 36 + 274/10+ 3V/15 4 (3p> — 10p + 3)
216p? (302 —2p+3)°

3/2

Since p > 1and equations 3p2 +2+/5p+3 =0,3p% —2/5p+3 =0,3p>+2p +3 = 0,and 3p2 — 2p + 3 = 0 have
no real solutions, a(p), b(p) and f (p) are well defined for p > 1. We solve equations a(p) = 0, b(p) = 0and f(p) = 0in
a similar way as in the previous sections (see the Appendix) and we see that f (o) and a(p) are negative for p > 1, and that
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there exists « = 1.462226054217616. .. such that b(p) is negative for p > «, and positive for 1 < p < «.Therefore A > 0
forp >1,m<0for1 < p <a,andm > 0 for p > «. This proves statement (a).
Now we prove statement (b). The derivative dm/dp is given by (4) where

db( ) 4p (p* +3) 36p% —24p — 12 12(3p*+2p — 1)
Doy = - _ _
dp 3V3(p2 -1 (302 —2p+3)"" (302 +2p+3)"

3 6¢>,02—2(5+x/§),0+2¢ 6(3p2+2d§p+1)

~ ( > >— 5/2—3—16(18+9\/5+\/§+9«@),
¢ (3p2 —25p + 3) (3p2 +24/5p + 3)

g(p) _ 8p(p?+1) 20307 +17p*—3p—9) N 2(30° = 17p2=3p+9) 18+ 92+ /3495
dp 3V3(p? — 1)’ (302 +2p +3)* (3p% —2p +3)*" 18p°

3(5+ﬁ)p3+26¢p2—3(5+ﬁ)p—18¢

2 (302 + 2450 +3)
3(5+ﬁ)p3—26¢p2—3(5+¢§)p+18¢
29 (3pz —25p + 3)5/2 .

We have seen that f(p) < 0and b(p) < 0 for p > «. We solve numerically equations db/dp(p) = 0 and df /dp(p) = 0
(see the Appendix) and we get that they have no real solutions with p > 1.In particular, db/dp(p) < 0 and df /dp(p) > 0
for p > 1. Therefore dm/dp > O for p > «. This proves statement (b). O
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Appendix

In this appendix we analyze the resolution of equations of the form F(p) = 0 when F is a rational function containing
radicals. These type of equations are solved by the following steps.

(1) We eliminate the fractions by multiplying equation F(p) = 0 by the least common denominator of F(p).

(2) We eliminate the radicals of the resulting equation by isolating in a convenient way one or more radicals on one side of
the equation and squaring both sides of the equation. If the resulting equation still contains radicals, then we repeat the
process again. In the end we obtain a polynomial equation.

(3) We find numerically all the solutions of the polynomial equation obtained in step (2).

(4) We check which of these solutions are really solutions of the initial equation F(p) = 0.

Next we detail how to group the radicals in step (2) for each type of equation that appears in this work.
(a) Equations with one radical: @1/a 4+ o, = 0. We eliminate the radicals by applying step (2) in the following way
(1v/a)* = (—a)?.

(b) Equations of the form ay+/a + az+/b + a3+/av/b = 0. Applying step (2) in the following way we obtain an equation
with one radical

(1+/a + a3/b)* = (—a3/avh)?,

we obtain an equation with one radical of the form S \/E\/E + B, =0.

(c) Equations of the form ay+/a + av/b + ogﬁ«/B + a4 = 0 can be reduced directly to an equation with one radical by
applying step (2) in the following way

(@1v/a+a;vh)* = (—asvavh — an)’.
(d) Equations of the form a1v/by/c/d + 024/a/cv/d + 37/av/b/d + aar/av/b/C + as/av/by/cv/d = 0. Applying step

(2) by grouping the terms in the following way

(al\/E\/E\/E + Olz«/aﬁ\/a)z = (—063\/5\/5«/a — ag/avby/c — Oésx/a\/B\/a/a)z,



1252 M. Corbera, J. Llibre / Journal of Geometry and Physics 58 (2008) 1241-1252

we obtain an equation of the form B4/ 4+ B2v/d + Bs/av/b + Bar/cv/d + Bs = 0. Applying step (2) to this equation
in the following way

(Biv/C + Bav/d + Ban/cNd + B5)* = (—Bs/avh)?,

we obtain an equation with three radicals of the form y;./c + y2+/d + y3+/c+/d + y4 = 0. These types of equations have
been analyzed in item (c).

(f) Equations of the form & v/av/b/c+/d+azv/by/cv/d+as/ay/cv/d+aa/av/by/d+as/av/by/c+as/cv/d+az/by/d+
agv/by/C + agn/av/d + a194/a/C + a114/av/b = 0. We apply step (2) by grouping the terms in the following way

(a2vby/cNd + a3/a/cVd + ay/av/by/d + as/av'b/c)?
= (—GG\/E\/E - 047\/5\/8 - 048\/5\/E - 059\/5\/a - Otlox/a\/E - Olnx/a\/g - al\/a«/Eﬁ\/a)z,

The resulting equation is of the form Bi/avh + Bov/av/c + Bs/avd + Bav/by/c + Bsv/bv/d + Bs/c/d +
B7:/av/b/c\/d + Bs = 0. We apply step (2) by grouping the terms in the following way

(Biv/avh + B/av/e + B3/av/d + Brv/aVby/eVd) = (—Bav/by/c — Bsv/bVd — Bs/cv/d — By)”.

We obtain an equation of the form y;+/by/c + y27v/bv/d + y34/cv/d + y4 = 0. Finally, we apply step (2) by grouping the
terms in the following way

(MVbVC + y3/eVd)? = (—yaVbVd + va)?.
and we obtain an equation of the form 8;+/bv/d + 8, = 0.
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