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Special Primary School
Complex in the
United Kingdom: Booker Park

By Mark Robinson, Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd., United Kingdom

Booker Park School is a new complex for pre-primary children and primary pupils with a range of
behavioural and learning difficulties. To respond to the pupils’ varied needs, the school facilities offer
a high degree of flexibility and a quality environment for learning.

THE COMPLEX

Booker Park School was developed as part of the reorganisation of Special Needs Education in the
county of Buckinghamshire, United Kingdom. It has been in use since September 2007. The project
cost was approximately GBP 8 million. 1
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Special Primary School Complex in the United Kingdom: Booker Park

A T

The new facilities sit between two existing schools, Kynaston and Stoke Leys, uniting them in a single
complex. Kynaston School already catered for children with educational and behavioural difficulties
(EBD) and, as well as meeting the needs of these pupils, the new school serves those with severe learning
difficulties (SLD) and profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD).

The overall site was planned to provide easy access to learning for all pupils while maintaining the
school’s desire to teach children with EBD separately from the others.

All spaces for pupils are located on ground level, however the opportunity was taken to reinforce the
sense of arrival at the school by creating a two-storey element at the main entrance. At the same time,
a low pitch roof minimises the impact of the building height.
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THE SPACES

The new school required 13 general teaching classrooms, an early years unit, a multi-sensory area, a
school hall, a hydrotherapy pool, a staff and administration base, as well as spaces for visiting specialists
and therapists, hygiene areas and pupil toilets.

The general teaching classrooms provide sufficient space for a high level of personal tuition, and each has
its own external learning/play area. The external areas give a sense of enclosure and security for children to
enjoy freedom while still under supervision. The classrooms, naturally ventilated and day lit, are positioned
to the south of the site taking advantage of the views to the Chiltern Hills and adjacent farmland. Where
specific one-to-one support is required, small rooms and alcoves have been created adjacent to teaching
spaces which can also be utilised for storing the special equipment required by pupils.

The early years unit caters to pre-school age children and accommodates teaching areas for pupils with
PMLD.

The multisensory area includes specialist teaching spaces for music and art therapy, soft play areas, an
ultra-violet room and a sensory theatre. The sensory rooms and associated external sensory areas are
positioned to give full access from the main teaching areas and the early years unit.

The staff and administration base is located on the upper floor. The staffroom offers a respite for staff,
and is spacious, with its own deck overlooking the Chilterns.
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The school hall and hydrotherapy pool are placed at the heart of the complex. The pool measures
13 x 7.5 metres and has a variable depth floor which drops to a maximum of 1.2 metres. As well as
providing a facility for all the pupils, the ability to segregate the pool and changing rooms from the
rest of the school has permitted its use by the wider community, thus — it is hoped — helping pupils see
themselves as part of that community.

ARCHITECTURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

The decision was taken to make the new building a modern statement of architectural form while
responding to the need for flexibility in its future use. Consequently the building is constructed using a
steel frame, glass and render with cedar cladding. Environmental considerations were fundamental in
the design’s development and include solar shading, zoning of heating systems, in addition to a cross-
flow natural ventilation system and natural day lighting.

For more information, contact:
Mark Robinson

Technical Director

Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd

Lincoln Place, Green End
Aylesbury HP20 2TU

United Kingdom

E-mail: mark.robinson@jacobs.com

Photos: Charlotte Wood Photography, © Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd.
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ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION
AND DEVELOPMENT

The OECD is a unique forum where the governments of 30 democracies work together to
address the economic, social and environmental challenges of globalisation. The OECD is also at
the forefront of efforts to understand and to help governments respond to new developments and
concerns, such as corporate governance, the information economy and the challenges of an
ageing population. The Organisation provides a setting where governments can compare policy
experiences, seek answers to common problems, identify good practice and work to co-ordinate
domestic and international policies.

The OECD member countries are: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea,
Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, the Slovak Republic,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States. The Commission of
the European Communities takes part in the work of the OECD.

OECD Publishing disseminates widely the results of the Organisation’s statistics gathering and
research on economic, social and environmental issues, as well as the conventions, guidelines and
standards agreed by its members.

This work is published on the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The
opinions expressed and arguments employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official
views of the Organisation or of the governments of its member countries.

Corrigenda to OECD publications may be found on line at: www.oecd.org/publishing/corrigenda.
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