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Abstract
A Study on the Factors Affecting Job

Retention of the Disabled by Industrial
Accidents

— Focusing on the Disabled Returning to the Previous
Workplace-

Jong-Beom Kim
Department of Public Administration

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The main purpose of the workers’ compensation insurance is to
promote rehabilitation and return to normal social life for workers
injured by industrial accidents. To accomplish this purpose, job
retention of the disabled by industrial accidents should be most
seriously taken into account. Job retention of the disabled by
industrial  accidents through return to the previous workplace is
important policywise in that it can minimize social costs, enhance
their early return to social life and sustain their stable vocational life.

Using the fifth Panel Survey for Employment of the Disabled of

,87,



2013, this study is designed to find out factors influencing job
retention of the disabled by industrial accidents and then present
empirical and specific grounds to suggest realistic measures which
enable them to sustain their jobs. From the above-mentioned panel
data, 770 respondents whose major disabilities were caused by
illnesses and accidents in workplaces were selected as the final
research objects. Depending on the return to their previous
workplaces after disabilities, they were classified into two groups -
returners and non-returners — then the major factors influencing job
retention were analysed by comparing those two groups.

In this study, putting previous studies together, the factors were
categorized into four; sociodemographic factor, disaster-related factor,
psychological factor, and work-related factor. Each factor has its own
independent variables as follows, gender, age, the presence of spouse,
location of residence and the number of family dependents for the
sociodemographic factor, types of disabilities, degree of disabilities,
period of disabilities for the disaster-related factor, acceptance of
disabilities, and satisfaction with daily lives for the psychological
factor, and types of jobs, permanence of jobs and member of labor
union for the work-related factor. Then the hypotheses were set up
to relate those independent variables to the dependent variable, i.e.,
the job retention.

The results of this study are as follows: First, among the
independent variables of the sociodemographic factor, presence of
spouse and residence in big cities had a meaningful effect on the job
retention. Second, among the independent variables of the
disaster-related factor, minor disabilities and short period of
disabilities had a meaningful effect on the job retention. Third, among

the independent variables of the psychological factor, high acceptance

_ 88 _ "':l‘\-_i _k:.'\-'._'l



level of disabilities and high satisfaction with daily lives had a
meaningful effect on the job retention. Fourth, among the independent
variables of the work-related factor, only high permanence of job had
a meaningful effect on the job retention. Lastly, when the
independent variables having a meaningful effect on the job retention
were selectively put in, the residence variable of the sociodemographic
factor, degree of disabilities of the disaster-related factor, permanence
of job of the work-related factor turned out to have a meaningful
effect on the job retention. Also, among the above three independent
variables, the most influential factor affecting the job retention of the
disabled by industrial accidents was the permanence of job. That is,
when the employment status was permanent, the job retention was
shown to be the highest.

From the results above, the following policy implications for the
return of the disabled by the industrial accidents can be derived.
First, rather than quantitative approach, qualitative approach reflecting
characteristics and demands of the individuals is needed to support
their return to the work. Second, together with selective policies
taking account of the degree of labor inability, the expansion of
psychological and social rehabilitation service should be an important
political consideration. Lastly, a thoughtful political approach is
required in terms of employment status which proved to be the most
meaningful factor affecting return to work of the disabled by

industrial accidents.

Key Word : the Disabled by Industrial Accidents, Job Retention,
Return to the Previous Workplace, Vocational Rehabilitation,
the Disabled

Student Number : 2013-22634
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