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Abstract

A Study on the Education of the Function of
Korean Case Particles : Focusing on ‘i/ga’ and ‘eul/leul’

Yoo Seoyoung

Korean Language Education for Foreigners
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study is based upon the premise that Korean case particles of
‘iga/ga’ and ‘eul/leul’ have the functions of both case markers in syntactic
level and auxiliary particles in semantic and pragmatic level. On this
premise, the study classified the functions of ‘iga/ga’ and ‘eul/leul’,
systematized the educational contents of Korean case particles reflecting
the result of writing analysis and in—depth interview targeted
intermediate and advanced Korean learners, built the educational method
and model, which were verified.

In chapter 1II, this study took up the position by researching
theoretical issues on the function of case particles so that made it clear.
Furthermore, teaching material analysis, learner survey and follow—up
interview were conducted to research on the actual condition of Korean
education of teaching ‘iga/ga’ and ‘eul/leul’ narrowly. Meanwhile, ‘iga/ga’
and ‘eul/leul’ are categorized by the function as case particles; case
marker and the function as auxiliary particles; focusing which 1is
subdivided into 1 )select one out of many, ii)emphasis and iii)new
information. These are prepared to construct the comprehension
educational contents of the function of the case particles.

In chapter II, writings of foreign learners and Korean native speakers
were analysed and in—depth interview was conducted to compensate the
limitations of writing analysis. This was helpful to find out meaningful

differences of using ‘iga/ga’ and ‘eul/leul’ between foreign learners and
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Korean native speaker, classify the aspects of functional use each and
abstract the points which give shape to the contents of expression
education.

In chapter IV, the education of the function of Korean case particles
‘iga/ga’ and ‘eul/leul’ is suggested that making a division into the
appreciation education and the expression education. Each educational
content and effective teaching method are presented on the basis of the
research result of chapter I and II. When it comes to the appreciation
education, learners can extend the function of ‘iga/ga’ and ‘eul/leul’; from
the original meaning of case marker to the unfamiliar meaning of focusing
by explicit teaching with meaningful learning. Also, listening activity can
be helpful for them to understand each functional use of case particles in
context and to distinguish the functional types. In case of expression
education, which based on communicative language teaching, speaking
activity and pair activity are combined so that learners can use ‘iga/ga’
and ‘eul/leul’ in communicative context recognizing the function as
auxiliary particles and the condition that the particles can be omitted.

Last, in chapter V, arranged the earlier discussion and described the
contributions and limitations of this study. It has significance in respect
of focusing on the function as auxiliary particles of Korean representative
case particles ‘iga/ga’ and ‘eul/leul’, constructing educational contents and
building the methods through the actual use materials of foreign learners
and Korean native speakers. However, this study needs more considering
various learner factors and the object of research data is limited to
written language. Therefore, complementary research for these is

required afterwards.

* Keywords: Korean education, case particle, subjectification theory,
case marker, select, emphasis, new information,
meaningful learning, communicative language teaching.

* Student Number: 2013—21366
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