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Abstract

A Study on Teaching Nasalization and Lateralization in
Korean Pronunciation Education for Chinese Speaking

Learners

Yang Yi

Department of Korean Language Education for Foreigners
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this research is to design a reliable teaching and learning
method that can be used in Korean education, which will improve nasalized and
lateralized pronunciation by Chinese learners of Korean.

In Chapter I, the background of nasalized and lateralized pronunciations
were introduced. Also, the special characteristics of Korean pronunciation are
looked at closely through a comparison of phonemic syllables and final
consonants between Korean and Chinese. The differences between Korean and
the learners’ mother tongue could cause the errors in both the perception and
actual pronunciations.

In Chapter II, an experiment aims to examine errors in nasalized and
lateralized pronunciations made by Chinese learners of Korean was
demonstrated. For this purpose, the subjects were divided into beginner-,
advanced- and high-level groups, and each group includes 15 learners.
Nasalization and Lateralization were divided into each environment, their error
rates, phases and causes were examined.

As for the phase of the learners’ errors in nasalized pronunciations, they
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made errors such as omissions in ‘an environment of the nasalization  of
obstruents’; incomplete applications of phonological rules; and non -applications
of nasalization at word boundaries while they made many errors in
pronunciations as spellings in ‘an environment of the nasalization of liquid
consonants.” In ‘an environment of the nasalization of obstruents and liquid
consonants’ where learners showed the highest error rates, there were various
errors such as omissions, incomplete applications of phonological rules, and
errors In pronunciations as spelling. Also, through a simple nasal sound
pronunciation  experiment, the Chinese learners’ errors in nasalized
pronunciations were not a problem of the nasal sound pronunciation itself but
caused by the lack of their understanding of the nasalization phenomenon.

Depth interviews were also conducted to find out the cause of the error
pronunciation of the learners. The interview is conducted in the form of
semi-structured was transferred after recording all the details. The transfer was
organized by content analysis method for information.

In Chapter IV the educational method of nasalization and lateralization, and a
model for Korean phoneme classes was designed. Depending on the cause of
the error pronunciation teaching methods were applied to each other. In order to
improve the cognition of rules Listening-based Pronunciation Teaching method

was used to help the learners to explore the rules themselves.

* Key word: Teaching Korean as a Foreign Language, Pronunciation
Education, Pronunciation Rules, Nasalization, Lateralization, Error Analysis

* Student number: 2012-24031
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