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Abstract

Dynamics of Appetites

- A New Interpretation of Leibnizian

Appetite -

Kim Jun Young
Department of Philosophy
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this thesis is to criticize precedent interpretations
of Leibniz's concept of appetite and provide my alternative one. It is
unquestionable that Leibniz states that there 1s nothing but
perceptions and appetites, and the perceptions take a representative
role in simple substances. But unfortunately, we do not have a good
grasp of what appetites are for Leibniz. That is because Leibniz
never said as much about appetites as about perceptions. Despite this
fundamental obstacle, interpreters somewhat have agreed that in
monads, appetites take a role in causing the transition from one
perception to the other by striving for the subsequent perception.
This is so-called “the standard view.” But Sukjae Lee(2014) points
out that this view interprets Leibnizian appetites too simply, and

consequently causes some problems in Leibniz’'s mature metaphysics.
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Furthermore, he proposes a new interpretation that is not bothered by
problems mentioned above. By reminding that Leibniz’s appetite is not
the concept which can be easily dealt as the standard view regards it
to be, his new interpretation brings fresh attention to Leibniz’s
concept of appetite.

However, I think that his view has its own problems. According
to his interpretation, each monad has two distinct kinds of appetites:
one 1S the appetite as primitive force, and another is the appetite as
derivative force. The latter play the role of causing the transition
from one perception to the other, and the former play the other role
of striving for goodness of its substance. But given that monads
already have the appetite as primitive force which causes next state
of affairs, why do they need to have another kind of appetite? Isn’t
the appetite as derivative force ontologically redundant? Lee answers
that the appetite as derivative force has indirect causality, and it asks
for the existence of its substance to God. But I doubt whether this
kind of appetite would have any causal power even indirectly. In this
thesis, I will argue that it would not.

And as an alternative view, I will suggest my new interpretation
for Leibniz’'s appetite. The gist of my view is that (1) there are
(infinitely) many appetites in a monad, (2) and each appetite strives
for its own purpose, (3) but these distinct appetites conflicts with
each other, (4) and this conflict causes the next state of affairs. Let
us say that I have two different appetites: an appetite for drinking
Cass and an appetite for losing weight. These two different appetites
conflict with each other, and this collision causes my-drinking—Cass
light-fact. I will call this view as “Dynamics of Appetites.” This
alternative view 1is intuitively plausible, and is supported by many

textual evidences. Furthermore, I will substantiate Dynamics of
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Appetites by considering the problem of infinity of appetites and the
relationship between derivative and primitive forces. Lastly, 1 will

answer several kinds of possible objections.

keywords : Leibniz, Appetite, Causation, Ontological
Dependence, Monadology.
Student Number : 2013-20046
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