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Abstract

Rethinking of the Gulf Crisis

Historical Approach to Islamic World Order
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The 1990-1991 Persian Gulf War, being considered as a beginning
of the "New World Order" under the post Cold War era, has also
been evaluated as a turning point that has transformed the
traditional organizing principle into the full-fledged modern
international politics at the regional level. Middle Eastern regional
order, previously defined by pan-Arabism or pan-Islamism, was
swept away by the Iraq's invasion of Kuwait and Arab States'
robust military response to Irag. From that time the Arab states
have finally strengthened their individual identities and interests.
In such narratives, however, the effort to "Arab solution"

that had continued until US involvement in the conflict, as well
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as the Jordanian decision to refuse to join US-led military
coalition in spite of economic and military threats have acquired
relatively little attention. The decision of other Arab states in the
anti-Irag coalition has neither been explained adequately.

This dissertation argues that these Ilimitations are
fundamentally attributed to the assumption of Western
international relations theory that presumes the state as a
rational actor and the sovereign state system to be composed of
those states. Historically speaking, modern international system,
which was arbitrarily imposed by Western imperialism, has been
operated for a relatively short period of time in this region at
the expense of a pre-existing Islamic world order. Thus the
Middle Eastern international system still works in heritage of
Islamic order, and states' behavior in that system also differs
from the typical behavior of modern "nation-states". Nevertheless,
the existing discourses explaining the regional politics in the time
of Gulf crisis have overlooked the systemic characteristics of
Middle East international relations, and have Ilimitation in
explaining the meaning and context of the event, and individual
states' foreign policy decision-making process.

In this context, this dissertation has two main objectives.
First, it aims to study how the traits of Middle Eastern regional
system, being distinguished from those of modern international
system, are reflected in historical continuity and discontinuity.
Second, it attempts to reconstruct the dynamics of regional
politics with a focus on the foreign policy of Saudi Arabia, Egypt
and Jordan at the time of Gulf Crisis.

Since the birth of Umma in 624, the Islamic world had
maintained the discrete international system that apart from

other regions in terms of the representations and ideas of
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international space, modes of existence of unit and regulating
norms among the units. Yet the system gradually became
disintegrated through the 18, 19th centuries, and a modern
international system originated in Europe was established in the
region.

The modern states of the Middle East which were born at
that time remain a territorial states, not a nation-states, lacking
in sovereignty. Also patterns of their relations have not been
purely determined by the norm of sovereignty. Rather, Arabism
and Islam have operated as norms that regulate state behavior
while serving as state identities in the Middle East. Not only were
Arab states constrained to act as a part of the Arab and Umma,
but to justified the "national interests" under the Arab-Islamic
norm.

Foreign policy decision-making of the three states could be
understood by adopting such explanations. Interpreting Iraq's
invasion under the Arab-Islamic norm, their decision whether or
not to join the multinational coalition was an outcome reflecting

efforts in reconstructing their security and interests.

Keywords : the Gulf Crisis, Middle East International
Relations, Islamic World Order, Middle Eastern Regional
System, Arab-Islamic Norms
Student Number @ 2014-21063
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