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Abstract

The Relationship of Competency
and Knowledge in School

Curriculum

Sim, Hyo—-Sun
Department of Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

School education, which has focused on a subject-based curriculum
as well as the transmission and acquisition of the content knowledge,
shows limitations in cultivating student’s practical ability to live their
lives successfully. As an alternative to this problem, there is an
active movement to place competency at the center of school
education. This movement is realized as the competency-based
approach which is a type of curriculum design that puts competency
at the forefront. But some people argue that the competency-based
approach impact the importance of knowledge due to its focus on
competency. According to them, the importance of knowledge is
undermined or excluded when competency becomes the focus. These

critical opinions distort the original intentions of  the
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competency-based approach and, as a result, they may hinder the
chances of the approach being implemented. Thus, to overcome these
opinions, there is a need to illuminate precisely the relationship of
competency and knowledge.

To this end, this study aims to explore the relationship of
competency and knowledge. The purpose is to explore the true
intention of the competency-based approach in order to understand it
better. From there, the relationship between competency and
knowledge can be better explored. Towards that end, this study
draws on the view of education that Richard Pring, an educationalist
in UK, holds. He insists that education for all students needs to put
the emphasis on the cultivation of educated person who has diverse
abilities and qualities. His views are in line with the goal of the
competency-based approach to education. As a result, this study has
analyzed what Pring has said about education, especially in regards
to the relationship between competency and knowledge. Towards this
end the questions asked in this study were as follows:

First, what is the meaning of the competency-based approach and
what kinds of controversial issues might be raised?

Second, who qualifies as an educated person based on Pring’s view
of education and what knowledge must be learned to become an
educated person?

Third, what is the relationship of competency and knowledge: how
it is reflected in Pring’s view of education and what type of
curriculum should be implemented based off of this relationship?

In brief, the result of this study are as follows:

The competency-based approach is a way of designing the
curriculum which place competency at the center. The characteristics

of the competency-based approach are shown in three aspects: focus
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of design, the structure of design, the content of design. Firstly the
competency-based approach focuses on the selection and the clear
statement of competencies as the center axis necessary for students
to live successfully their personal and social lives. Secondly, the
competency-based curriculum transforms the structure of the
curriculum to be more flexible by establishing various learning areas
which includes subject areas as well. Thirdly, when it comes to the
content of design, the competencies are explained in detail in contrast
to the subject contents or learning matters, which are presented
briefly. Some educators have claimed that this competency-based
approach will not only weaken the importance of knowledge but may
all together ignore it.

On the contrary, Pring believes that the aim of education should be
the cultivation of educated persons. The educated person is delineated
as a person who has knowledge and understanding, a sense of
community, practical capabilities, moral seriousness, self-worth and
dignity. Pring claims that students must acquire commonsense
knowledge, theoretical knowledge and practical knowledge to become
a truly educated person. The reason and purpose of acquiring this
sort of knowledge are closely related to the development of the
educated person’s abilities. Namely the emphasis 1is given to
understanding one’s own life and acting more intellectually through
using knowledge as opposed to the meaningless acquisition of
knowledge unrelated to the real life.

Drawing on Pring’s view of education, it may be concluded that
knowledge is embedded strongly in competency, so much so that
competency and knowledge can’'t be separated. In other words,
competency always intrinsically implies knowledge. The competency,

defined in terms of humanistic perspective, is not a fragmentary skill,
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technique, or just performance ability. It is a general ability that
every students should have in order to capably manage their present
life and social life in the future. Thus, competency is a significant
quality for being human and always utilizes knowledge. The
competency 1is based on the practical knowledge for capable
performance in the specific context. It also involves the theoretical
knowledge to understand the particular situation generally and behave
intellectually. In this way, competency meaningfully integrates
knowledge so that competency and knowledge are not dealt with
separately, but comprehensively. This requires variation to both
educational contents and educational methods. In the case of contents,
even if the student’s personal experience has been marginalized thus
far, it has fundamental significance under the aims to foster the
student’s competency. So, personal experience should be considered as
the starting point to lead to a combination of appropriate subject
matters. The educational methods can be understood in this way.
Most of all, the teacher must not be a transmitter, technician, or
trainer but a thinker, researcher, seeker, in order to contribute to
developing the student’s competency. Recently, 'student—participatory
class’ has obtained popularity in this context. In the relation to
competency development, many kinds of teaching methods and
activities, which ensure student’s leading role and autonomous
learning, are discussed actively.

This research has two main significances as follows: the research
established the  theoretical foundation to  understand  the
competency-based approach in light of the humanistic perspective.
The competency-based approach is similar to the educational process
through which all students enhance their abilities and qualities to

become educated person. Also, this research reexamined the meaning
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and nature of knowledge in relation to competency, which broadened
the understanding of the notion of knowledge. Until now, the kinds of
knowledge that have high status in school education are the academic
knowledge, subject matters, abstract & theoretical knowledge. But
when it comes to competency development, the practical knowledge,
procedural knowledge, commonsense knowledge must be considered
seriously. More than that, all these different types of knowledge are
interconnected and engaged together as a part of the competency.
Despite these findings, there still remains certain limitations and
they require additional studies. For instance, the relationship of
competency and knowledge that this research demonstrates the big
picture about the general relation between competency and knowledge,
however, it couldn’t reveal the detailed relationship between the two
by examining the nature of knowledge and constitutive principle.
Therefore, it is necessary for the subsequent research to present the
diverse relationship between competency and knowledge based on the
features of subject or nature of subject-based knowledge. Also, this
reasearch attempted to draw implication for the curriculum in the
aspect of educational contents and methods, but it failed to expose
the multiple contexts of educational practice because of the nature of
theoretical research. If we look at the actual process for competency
development, we may discover more realistic problems or we may
improve upon the direction more specifically. Additional study
regarding this topic need to be completed by qualitative method in

order to manifest the practical context directly.

Key words : Competency, Knowledge, Competency-based approach,

R. Pring, Educated person
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