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ABOUT THE WORK

According to the Internet, the word “amalgam” can mean one of two things. It can refer
to either “an alloy of mercury with another metal, especially one used for dental fillings™ or “a
mixture or blend.” While using a musical work as dental filling is an interesting idea, this work
falls under the latter definition. This amalgam consists of elements evoking rock, metal, hip-
hop, pop, Mozart, and a little bit of Bach. Other influences may have leaked into the piece, but
this listing contains the items that were at the front of my mind during the composition process.

During my childhood, music-making consisted of listening and singing along to the rock
albums my parents had. These albums were from Bon Jovi, Prince, Guns N’ Roses, Boston,
and Chicago, to name a few. I began listening to jazz, metal, rap, pop, and the Classical
repertoire, particularly Bach and Mozart, midway through high school.

Mozart’s Requiem especially resonated with me during this time and continues to do so
today. This piece quotes and reworks some of the material from the “Kyrie/Cum sanctis” and
“Introit” movements of the Requiem in addition to bits of a Bach sarabande. These reworked
materials are juxtaposed and intermingled with a melodic motive first heard in the piano. These
ideas and other melodic i1deas develop throughout the work through contrapuntal and rhythmic
transformations.

Tim Clay
Louisville, KY

Instrumentation

Piccolo (not doubling)

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

English Horn in F (not doubling)

2 Clarinets in Bb

Bass Clarinet in Bb (not doubling)

2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon (not doubling)

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C (straight and plunger mutes)

2 Trombones (straight and plunger mutes)

Bass Trombone (straight and plunger mutes)

Tuba

Timpani (timpani and Superball mallets; C2—C3, middle C = C4)
32" drum beginning on C2 & 29" drum beginning on F2

3 Percussion players
Percussion 1: Crotales (hard mallets and bow, G4—-C6), 5 Woodblocks of different pitch
low to high, Anvil (low or medium pitch preferred), Bass drum (shared)
Percussion 2: Xylophone, Bass drum (shared), 4 Floor toms of different pitch low to
high (snare sticks and medium mallets)
Percussion 3: Tam-tam, Suspended cymbal (felt mallets, snare sticks, and bow), Snare
drum, Hi-hat cymbals with foot pedal

Piano

16-18 Violin 1 (also calls for 2- and 4-part divisi)

16 Violin 2 (also calls for 2- and 4-part divisi)

12 Viola (also calls for 2- and 4-part divisi)

12 Violoncello (also calls for 2- and 4-part divisi)

8 Double Bass (also calls for 2- and 4-part divisi)

Duration: ca. 15'-15'30
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PERFORMANCE NOTES
All notated tremolos are unmeasured.
Trills last for full duration of their respective notes.
Bisbig. preceding a trill indicates a timbral trill on a particular pitch.

Solid lines connecting two notes are always glissandi that begin immediately after the rhythmic
values they succeed and are continuous.

Any sudden dynamic changes are subito.
Arrows are used to indicate changes between playing techniques (i.e., ord. 2 m.s.p.).

Abbreviations for string techniques:
ord. — ordinario
s.p. — sul ponticello
m.s.p. — molto sul ponticello
s.t. —sul tasto
0.p. — overpressured

Overpressured playing in the strings should be such that there is distortion in the sound and
discernible pitch.

B — s e I

Used for bass drum playing, crosshairs in the stem indicate to damp while
o o o striking.

For the hi-hat in Percussion 3, the ‘+’ symbol means completely closed. All notes are struck.
Foot pedal simply opens and closes the hi-hat.

Tremolos in brass parts indicate flutter-tonguing, notated also with ‘flz.” at first appearances.

O —  Crescendo from nothing.

—

—( Decrescendo to nothing.

= T~

Iy
HA

»
A

Feathered beaming like this indicates a figure that is to be

— played repeatedly during the beam’s duration, beginning

mf at a slow speed and accelerating to as fast as possible.

'#\ﬂ ot ' ' Given to trombones, mm. 181: Repeat the figure as fast

§ l l as possible for three beats.

Other extended techniques are indicated in the score at their appearances.




Unpitched Percussion Legend & Positioning Notes

Percussion 1:

P &-

&

o —*

Spaces left to right: Bass drum, Anvil
Lines: 5 Wood blocks (low to high)

*Bass drum should be close to both player 1 and 2 since they share it.

Percussion 2:

L

&
Left to right: Bass drum, 4 Toms (low to high)

Percussion 3:
o) +
& &

H—

»

Left to right: Tam-tam, Snare drum rimshot, Snare drum (ord.), Suspended cymbal, Hi-hat
(open), Hi-hat (closed)

**Have the Snare drum, Suspended cymbal, and Hi-hat as close together as possible, as if part
of a drum set.
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