




after Tereshkova�s flight before the Soviets launched another woman into space.  Tereshkova married 
fellow cosmonaut and Vostok 3 veteran Andriyan Nikolayev in November 1963 amid much public 
fanfare.  Their daughter Yelena was born the following June and has the distinction of being the first 
person to have two space traveling parents.  She graduated with distinction from the prestigious 
Zhukovskiy Air Force Academy, and earned a doctorate in engineering in 1977.  She was active in Soviet 
and Russian political and other groups, and was elected to the Russian Duma in 2011.  Tereshkova lives 
in a cottage topped with a seagull-shaped weather vane at the cosmonaut training center outside 
Moscow and continues to be active in cosmonaut circles.  She still holds out hope to fly to Mars one day, 
even if it would be a one-way trip. 

 

Sally Ride 

With the advent of the Space Shuttle, NASA opened astronaut selection not only to pilots but also to 
scientists and engineers who filled the Mission Specialist positions, and that some of these could be 
women.  The announcement released on July 8, 1976, specifically stated that consideration would be 
given to qualified women and minorities.   

Sally Ride was born in Los Angeles on .  Growing up she was interested in science and was 
a nationally ranked tennis player.  She earned bachelor�s, master�s and doctorate degrees from Stanford 
University.  While finishing her doctorate in physics, she saw the advertisement about the new NASA 
astronaut selection and put in her application, along with more than 8,000 others.  She passed all the 
required screening and physical tests and was named on January 16, 1978, as part of the 35-member 
NASA Astronaut Group 8, known by the acronym TFNG (officially the Thirty-Five New Guys, unofficially 
something not printable here), which included six women including Ride. 

     

The six women of NASA Astronaut Class of 1978, l. to r., Shannon Lucid, Rhea Seddon, Kathryn Sullivan, 
Judith Resnik, Anna Fisher and Sally Ride (left); Ride aboard Challenger during STS 7 (middle); Ride (r.) 
with fellow TFNG Kathy Sullivan on a later Shuttle mission (right).  Photo credits:  NASA. 

After completing astronaut training, the Class of 1978 astronauts were eligible for ground and flight 
assignments.  Ride served as Capsule Communicator (CAPCOM) for STS 2 and STS 3 in late 1981 and 
early 1982 and became an expert in the use of the Shuttle�s robotic arm.  On April 30, 1982, NASA 
announced that Ride would be part of the STS-7 crew, a satellite deploy and retrieval mission on board 
the Space Shuttle Challenger.  The flight took off from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida on June 18, 
1983.  During the six-day mission, the crew launched two communications satellites and Ride used the 
Shuttle�s robotic arm to deploy and retrieve a science satellite. 









