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222 further incorporates a first outer radial wall swirler 240,
while the main mixer forward wall 224 further incorporates
a first forward wall swirler 230 and a plurality of fuel
injection holes 226 circumferentially distributed between
the first outer radial wall swirler 240 and the first forward 5

wall swirler 230 around the main mixer forward wall 224.
Although shown proximate to the first outer radial wall
swirler 240 in the main mixer forward wall 224, the fuel
injection holes 226 can be located proximate the first for-
ward wall swirler 230 in the main mixer forward wall 224 io
as well. The fuel injection holes 226 are in flow communi-
cation with a fuel manifold (not shown), which in turn is in
flow communication with a fuel supply. Although described
with respect to liquid fuel, the exemplary embodiments of
mixer assemblies 200 can also be used with gaseous fuel or 15

partially vaporized fuel. As can be seen in FIG. 3, the first
outer radial wall swirler 240 is positioned on a first side of
the fuel injection holes 226, while the first forward wall
swirler 230 is positioned on a second side of the fuel
injection holes 226. In one embodiment, the first side is 20

substantially opposite of the second side.
The first outer radial wall swirler 240 is incorporated into

the annular main mixer outer radial wall 222 and has an axis
248 oriented substantially radially to the centerline axis 218
of the mixer assembly 200. The first forward wall swirler 25

230 is incorporated into the main mixer forward wall 224
and is oriented substantially parallel or axially to the cen-
terline axis 218 of the mixer assembly 200. The swirlers 230,
240 each have a plurality of vanes for swirling air traveling
through the swirlers to mix the air and the fuel dispensed by 30

the fuel injection holes 226. The first outer radial wall
swirler 240 includes a first plurality of vanes 242 forming a
first plurality of air passages 244 between the vanes 242. The
vanes 242 are oriented at an angle with respect to axis 248
to cause the air to rotate in the main mixer annular cavity 228 35

in a first direction (e.g., clockwise). The first forward wall
swirler 230 includes a second plurality of vanes 232 forming
a second plurality of air passages 234 between the vanes
232. The vanes 232 are oriented at an angle with respect to
the centerline axis 218 to cause the air to rotate in the main 40

mixer annular cavity 228 in a second direction (e.g., coun-
terclockwise).

In the exemplary embodiment of the main mixer 220
shown in FIG. 3, the air flowing through the first outer radial
wall swirler 240 will be swirled in a first direction and the 45

air flowing through the first forward wall swirler 230 will be
swirled in a direction substantially opposite of the first
direction. Also, in the exemplary embodiment of the main
mixer 220 shown in FIG. 3, the air flowing through the first
outer radial wall swirler 240 has an axis 248 oriented 50

substantially radially to the centerline axis 218 of the mixer
assembly 200, while the air flowing through the first forward
wall swirler 230 has an axis oriented substantially axially to
the centerline axis 218 of the mixer assembly 200. In this
configuration, the fuel is injected through the fuel injection 55

holes 226 between the radial first outer radial wall swirler
240 and the axial first forward wall swirler 230. In one
embodiment, the fuel is injected through the fuel injection
holes 226 that are oriented substantially perpendicularly to
axis 248 and the flow of air from the radial first outer radial 60

wall swirler 240, which atomizes and disperses the fuel. The
fuel then is atomized and dispersed again by the flow of air
from the axial first forward wall swirler 230, thus atomizing
the fuel by airflow from two sides. Although shown proxi-
mate to the first outer radial wall swirler 240 in the main 65

mixer forward wall 224, the fuel injection holes 226 can be
located proximate the first forward wall swirler 230 in the
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main mixer forward wall 224 and be oriented substantially
perpendicularly to the axis of the first forward wall swirler
230 and the flow of air from the radial first forward wall
swirler 230, which atomizes and disperses the fuel. The fuel
then is atomized and dispersed again by the flow of air from
the axial first outer radial wall swirler 240, thus atomizing
the fuel by airflow from two sides. In either configuration, an
intense mixing region 229 of fuel and air is created within
annular main mixer cavity 228 axially adjacent to the fuel
injection holes 226, allowing the majority of fuel and air to
be mixed before entering the downstream end of the annular
main mixer cavity 228. This configuration reduces the
dependence upon the ratio of the momentum of the fuel to
the momentum of the air, increases the degree of atomization
and mixing by injecting the fuel at a point of high turbu-
lence, and reduces the potential for flame holding by reduc-
ing the potential for forming a wake region and lengthening
the potential mixing distance. The configuration of the vanes
in the swirlers may be altered to vary the swirl direction of
air flowing and are not limited to the exemplary swirl
directions indicated. Furthermore, the number of radial and
axial swirlers can be modified (e.g., the first outer radial wall
swirler 240 can be replaced by a plurality of radial swirlers
and the first forward wall swirler 230 can be replaced by a
plurality of axial swirlers).

FIG. 4 is an enlarged partial perspective view of another
exemplary embodiment of the mixer assembly 200 for the
exemplary combustor 100 of FIG. 2. As in FIG. 3, the
exemplary mixer assembly 200 includes a main mixer 220
and a pilot mixer 210. The pilot mixer 210 includes an
annular pilot mixer housing 212 separating and sheltering
the pilot mixer 210 from the main mixer 220. The main
mixer 220 further includes an annular main mixer outer
radial wall 222 radially surrounding a portion of the annular
pilot mixer housing 212, the outer surface of which forms an
annular main mixer inner radial wall 219, and a main mixer
forward wall 224 substantially perpendicular to and con-
necting the annular main mixer outer radial wall 222 and the
annular main mixer inner radial wall 219, forming a main
mixer annular cavity 228. The annular main mixer outer
radial wall 222 further incorporates a plurality of outer radial
wall swirlers, including a first outer radial wall swirler 270,
a second outer radial wall swirler 280, and a third outer
radial wall swirler 290, while the main mixer forward wall
224 further incorporates a plurality of forward wall swirlers,
including a first forward wall swirler 250, a second forward
wall swirler 260, and a plurality of fuel injection holes 226
circumferentially distributed between the second forward
wall swirler 260 and the first outer radial wall swirler 270
around the main mixer forward wall 224. Although shown
proximate to the first outer radial wall swirler 270 in the
main mixer forward wall 224, the fuel injection holes 226
can be located proximate the second forward wall swirler
260 in the main mixer forward wall 224 as well. The fuel
injection holes 226 are in flow communication with a fuel
manifold (not shown), which in turn is in flow communi-
cation with a fuel supply. Although described with respect to
liquid fuel, the exemplary embodiments of mixer assemblies
200 can also be used with gaseous fuel or partially vaporized
fuel. As can be seen in FIG. 4, the first, second, and third
outer radial wall swirlers 270, 280, 290 are positioned on a
first side of the fuel injection holes 226, while the first and
second forward wall swirlers 250, 260 are positioned on the
second side of the fuel injection holes 226. In one embodi-
ment, the first side is substantially opposite of the second
side.
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The first, second, and third outer radial wall swirlers 270,
280, 290 are incorporated into the annular main mixer outer
radial wall 222 and each have an axis 248 oriented substan-
tially radially to the centerline axis 218 of the mixer assem-
bly 200. The first and second forward wall swirlers 250, 260 5

are incorporated into the main mixer forward wall 224 and
are oriented substantially parallel or axially to the centerline
axis 218 of the mixer assembly 200. Swirlers 250, 260, 270,
280, 290 each have a plurality of vanes for swirling air
traveling through the swirlers to mix the air and the fuel io
dispensed by the fuel injection holes 226.

The first outer radial wall swirler 270 includes a first
plurality of vanes 272 forming a first plurality of air passages
274 between the vanes 272. The vanes 272 are oriented at an
angle with respect to axis 248 to cause the air to rotate in the 15

main mixer annular cavity 228 in a first direction (e.g.,
clockwise). The second outer radial wall swirler 280
includes a second plurality of vanes 282 forming a second
plurality of air passages 284 between the vanes 282. The
vanes 282 are oriented at an angle with respect to axis 248 20

to cause the air to rotate in the main mixer annular cavity 228
in a second direction (e.g., counterclockwise). The third
outer radial wall swirler 290 includes a third plurality of
vanes 292 forming a third plurality of air passages 294
between the vanes 292. The vanes 292 are oriented at an 25

angle with respect to axis 248 to cause the air to rotate in the
main mixer annular cavity 228 in a third direction. In one
embodiment, the third direction can be substantially the
same as the first direction which are substantially opposite of
the second direction. 30

The first forward wall swirler 250 includes a fourth
plurality of vanes 252 forming a fourth plurality of air
passages 254 between the vanes 252. The vanes 252 are
oriented at an angle with respect to the centerline axis 218
to cause the air to rotate in the main mixer annular cavity 228 35

in a fourth direction (e.g., counterclockwise). The second
forward wall swirler 260 includes a fifth plurality of vanes
262 forming a fifth plurality of air passages 264 between the
vanes 262. The vanes 262 are oriented at an angle with
respect to the centerline axis 218 to cause the air to rotate in 40

the main mixer annular cavity 228 in a fifth direction (e.g.,
clockwise). In one embodiment, the fourth direction is
substantially opposite of the fifth direction.

In the exemplary embodiment of the main mixer 220
shown in FIG. 4, the clockwise air passing through the first 45

outer radial wall swirler 270 and the third outer radial wall
swirler 290 counter -rates against the counterclockwise air
passing through the second outer radial wall swirler 280,
increasing the turbulence, which improves mixing. Also, the
counterclockwise air passing through the first forward wall 50

swirler 250 counter -rates against the clockwise air passing
through the second forward wall swirler 260, increasing the
turbulence, which improves mixing. In addition, the air
flowing through the first, second, and third outer radial wall
swirlers 270, 280, 290 has an axis 248 oriented substantially 55

radially to the centerline axis 218 of the mixer assembly 200,
while the air flowing through the first and second forward
wall swirlers 250, 260 has an axis oriented substantially
axially to the centerline axis 218 of the mixer assembly 200.
In this configuration, the fuel is injected through the fuel 60

injection holes 226 between the radial first, second, and third
outer radial wall swirlers 270, 280, 290 and the axial first
and second forward wall swirlers 250, 260.

In one embodiment, the fuel is injected through the fuel
injection holes 226 that are oriented substantially perpen- 65

dicularly to axis 248 and the flow of air from the plurality of
outer radial wall swirlers (first, second, and third outer radial
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wall swirlers 270, 280, 290), which atomizes and disperses
the fuel. The fuel then is atomized and dispersed again by the
flow of air from the plurality of forward wall swirlers (first
and second forward wall swirlers 240, 250), thus atomizing
the fuel by airflow from two sides. Although shown proxi-
mate to the plurality of outer radial wall swirlers 270, 280,
290 in the main mixer forward wall 224, the fuel injection
holes 226 can be located proximate the plurality of forward
wall swirlers 250, 260 in the main mixer forward wall 224
and be oriented substantially perpendicularly to the axis and
the flow of air from the plurality of forward wall swirlers
250, 260, which atomizes and disperses the fuel. The fuel
then is atomized and dispersed again by the flow of air from
the plurality of outer radial wall swirlers 270, 280, 290, thus
atomizing the fuel by airflow from two sides. In either
configuration, an intense mixing region 229 of fuel and air
is created within annular main mixer cavity 228 axially
adjacent to the fuel injection holes 226, allowing the major-
ity of fuel and air to be mixed before entering the down-
stream end of the annular main mixer cavity 228. The
number of axial swirlers, the number of radial swirlers, and
the configuration of the vanes in the swirlers may be altered
to vary the swirl direction of air flowing and are not limited
to the exemplary swirl directions indicated.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of descrip-
tion, not limitation. Specific structural and functional details
disclosed herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, but
merely as basis for teaching one skilled in the art to employ
the present invention. While the present invention has been
particularly shown and described with reference to the
exemplary embodiments as illustrated in the drawing, it will
be recognized by those skilled in the art that various modi-
fications may be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention. Those skilled in the art will also
recognize the equivalents that may be substituted for ele-
ments described with reference to the exemplary embodi-
ments disclosed herein without departing from the scope of
the present invention. Therefore, it is intended that the
present disclosure not be limited to the particular embodi-
ment(s) disclosed as, but that the disclosure will include all
embodiments falling within the scope of the appended
claims.

We claim:
1. A mixer assembly for a gas turbine engine comprising:
a main mixer comprising:
an annular inner radial wall;
an annular outer radial wall surrounding at least a portion

of the annular inner radial wall, wherein the annular
outer radial wall incorporates a first outer radial wall
swirler with a first axis oriented radially to a centerline
axis of the mixer assembly;

a forward wall extending radially outward with respect to
the first axis and connecting the annular inner radial
wall and the annular outer radial wall, the inner radial
wall, forward wall, and outer radial wall forming a
single annular cavity therebetween, wherein the for-
ward wall incorporates a first forward wall swirler with
a second axis oriented axially to the centerline axis of
the mixer assembly; and

a plurality of fuel injection holes in the forward wall
between the first outer radial wall swirler and the first
forward wall swirler, the plurality of fuel injection
holes oriented to inject a fuel into the main mixer,
wherein the fuel is atomized and dispersed by airflow
from the first outer radial wall swirler and is subse-
quently atomized and dispersed by airflow from the
first forward wall swirler, wherein the first outer radial
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wall swirler is on a first side of the plurality of fuel
injection holes and the first forward wall swirler is on
a second side of the plurality of fuel injection holes, the
first side being opposite the second side, wherein the
plurality of fuel injection holes are oriented perpen- 5

dicularly to the first axis.
2. The mixer assembly of claim 1, wherein the first outer

radial wall swirler further comprises a first plurality of vanes
forming a first plurality of air passages, wherein the first
plurality of vanes are oriented at an angle with respect to the io
first axis to cause air passing through the first outer radial
wall swirler to rotate in a first direction; and

the first forward wall swirler further comprises a second
plurality of vanes forming a second plurality of air
passages, wherein the second plurality of vanes are 15

oriented at an angle with respect to the second axis to
cause the air passing through the first forward wall
swirler to rotate in a second direction.

3. The mixer assembly of claim 2, wherein the first
direction is opposite of the second direction. 20

4. The mixer assembly of claim 1, further comprising a
pilot mixer, at least a portion of which is surrounded by the
main mixer, wherein the pilot mixer comprises an annular
housing having an outer surface that forms the annular inner
wall of the main mixer. 25

5. The mixer assembly of claim 1, further comprising a
fuel manifold in flow communication with the plurality of
fuel injection holes.

6. The mixer assembly of claim 1, wherein the first side
of the plurality of fuel injection holes is opposite of the 30

second side of the plurality of fuel injection holes.
7. A mixer assembly for a gas turbine engine comprising:
a main mixer comprising:
an annular inner radial wall;
an annular outer radial wall surrounding at least a portion 35

of the annular inner radial wall, wherein the annular
outer radial wall incorporates a plurality of outer radial
wall swirlers with a first axis oriented radially to a
centerline axis of the mixer assembly;

a forward wall extending radially outward with respect to 40

the first axis and connecting the annular inner radial
wall and the annular outer radial wall, the inner radial
wall, forward wall, and outer radial wall forming a
single annular cavity therebetween, wherein the for-
ward wall incorporates a first forward wall swirler with 45

a second axis oriented axially to the centerline axis of
the mixer assembly; and

a plurality of fuel injection holes in the forward wall
between the plurality of outer radial wall swirlers and
the first forward wall swirler, the plurality of fuel 50

injection holes oriented to inject a fuel into the main
mixer, wherein the fuel is atomized and dispersed by
airflow from the first outer radial wall swirler and is
subsequently atomized and dispersed by airflow from
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the first forward wall swirler, wherein the plurality of
outer radial wall swirlers is on a first side of the
plurality of fuel injection holes and the first forward
wall swirler is on a second side of the plurality of fuel
injection holes, the first side being opposite the second
side, wherein the plurality of fuel injection holes are
oriented perpendicularly to the first axis.

8. The mixer assembly of claim 7, wherein the plurality of
outer radial wall swirlers further comprises:

a first outer radial wall swirler comprising a first plurality
of vanes forming a first plurality of air passages,
wherein the first plurality of vanes are oriented at an
angle with respect to the first axis to cause air passing
through the first outer radial wall swirler to rotate in a
first direction; and

a second outer radial wall swirler comprising a second
plurality of vanes forming a second plurality of air
passages, wherein the second plurality of vanes are
oriented at an angle with respect to the first axis to
cause the air passing through the second outer radial
wall swirler to rotate in a second direction.

9. The mixer assembly of claim 8, wherein the first
direction is opposite of the second direction.

10. The mixer assembly of claim 8, wherein the plurality
of outer radial wall swirlers further comprises a third outer
radial wall swirler comprising a third plurality of vanes
forming a third plurality of air passages, wherein the third
plurality of vanes are oriented at an angle with respect to the
first axis to cause air passing through the third outer radial
wall swirler to rotate in a third direction.

11. The mixer assembly of claim 10, wherein the first
direction is the same as the third direction.

12. The mixer assembly of claim 7, wherein the first
forward wall swirler further comprises a first plurality of
vanes forming a first plurality of air passages, wherein the
first plurality of vanes are oriented at an angle with respect
to the second axis to cause air passing through the first
forward wall swirler to rotate in a fourth direction.

13. The mixer assembly of claim 7, further comprising a
second forward wall swirler proximate the first forward wall
swirler.

14. The mixer assembly of claim 13, wherein the second
forward wall swirler further comprises a second plurality of
vanes forming a second plurality of air passages, wherein the
second plurality of vanes are oriented at an angle with
respect to the second axis to cause air passing through the
second forward wall swirler to rotate in a fifth direction.

15. The mixer assembly of claim 14, wherein the fourth
direction is opposite of the fifth direction.

16. The mixer assembly of claim 7, wherein the first side
of the plurality of fuel injection holes is opposite of the
second side of the plurality of fuel injection holes.
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