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Preface

The XVII International Conference on Strings, Particles and Cosmology, PASCOS 2012, was held in
the City of Mérida, Mexico, from June 3-8, 2012. The conference series is aimed at exploring the
interface and interplay between particle physics, string theory and cosmology. With the advent of new
data, the emphasis of the XVIII edition of PASCOS was on phenomenology and the interpretation of
recent observational and experimental results.

The conference followed the format of previous conferences in this series, with plenary reviews and
contributed presentations in parallel sessions. The lectures covered a wide range of subjects which
included: Dark matter and dark energy, flavor physics and CP violation, neutrino physics, supersymmetry,
Higgs physics, baryogenesis and EDMs, supergravity, high energy cosmic rays, string and F-theory GUTs,
and string phenomenology.

This is the first time that PASCOS was held in Latin America. The aim to do it in Mexico was to engage
the Latin American community and thus to bring the conference to a wider and different audience, a goal
which was thoroughly achieved.

The venue was held at the Hotel Fiesta Americana in the beautiful city of Mérida. The social events
included a reception with typical local food at the Katun restaurant, conference dinner at the historical
Quinta Montes Molina, and an excursion to the archeological site of Dzibilchaltin including a swim at
the famous cenote.

PASCOS 2012 was possible thanks to the generous support of the following sponsors: CONACyT
(Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnologia), UNAM (Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México:
Consejo Técnico de la Investigacién Cientifica, Instituto de Ciencias Nucleares, Instituto de Fisica),
Cinvestav, (Centro de Estudios Avanzados del IPN: U. Zacatanco, U. Mérida and Secretaria General),
ICyTDF (Instituto Cientifico y Tecnolégico del D.F.), PIFI (Programa Integral de Fortalecimiento
Institucional, Universidad de Guanajuato, Campus Ledén), SMF (Sociedad Mexicana de Fisica), ICTP
(International Centre for Theoretical Physics), BUAP (Benemérita Universidad Auténoma de Puebla),
the Government of the State of Yucatdn, the University of Hamburg, and Telmex.

We also want to acknowledge the invaluable help of the staff of the Mexican Physical Society, in particular
Lic. Santos Zuiiga Sanchez and Ms. Claudia Velasco Marin, and of the conference secretaries, Ms.
Lizette Ramirez Bermidez (UNAM) and Ms. Mariana del Castillo Sdnchez (Cinvestav), for their support
before, during and after the organization of PASCOS 2012.

Last but not least, we would like to thank all the PASCOS 2012 participants for their attendance and for
contributing to make the conference an engaging and stimulating event.

The organizers,

Myriam Mondragén, Adnan Bashir, David Delepine, Francisco Larios, Oscar Loaiza, Axel de la Macorra,
Lukas Nellen, Sarira Sahu, Humberto Salazar and Liliana Velasco-Sevilla.
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