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Nuclear imaging techniques such as bone scans, metaiodoben-
zylguanidine (MIBG) scans, and 111In-diethylenetriaminepenta-
acetic acid-octreotide scans have greatly increased the sensi-
tivity and specificity of both diagnostic and follow-up protocols
for pediatric solid tumors. Molecular targets that are specific for
certain pediatric tumors are now being developed. Targets in-
clude cell membrane receptors targeted by specific ligands,
subcellular organelles targeted by false transmitters, and cellu-
lar proteins targeted by antibodies. This review focuses on the
use of MIBG (which is a false transmitter) and octreotide (which
is a ligand for G protein receptor) in the diagnosis and treatment
of solid tumors that affect children and young adults.

Key Words: metaiodobenzylguanidine; molecular targets; pe-
diatric tumors

J Nucl Med 2005; 46:55S–61S

Neuroblastoma is the most common extracranial malig-
nant solid tumor in childhood. It constitutes approximately
8%–10% of pediatric cancers. The annual incidence is 10
cases per million in white children and about 8 per million
in children of African descent. Approximately 600 new
cases are seen in the United States each year. Neuroblasto-
mas occur mainly in young children, with 50% occurring by
2 y and 75% by 4 y of age (1). They arise from neural crest
derivatives in the adrenal medulla or the sympathetic ner-
vous system, with 65% of primary tumors found in the
adrenals and the remainder originating anywhere along the
sympathetic nervous chain. Neuroblastoma is usually staged
according to the categories of the International Neuroblas-
toma Staging System (2). Stage IVS and stage I neuroblas-
toma can spontaneously regress, whereas stage IV neuro-
blastoma is highly malignant, with more than 50% of such

children having metastases at the time of presentation and a
5-y survival rate of only 30%–40%.

Pheochromocytomas are rare in children under the age of
6 y and are seen primarily in adolescence or young adult-
hood. These tumors arise from chromaffin cells, a neural
crest derivative. More than 85% occur in the adrenal me-
dulla, with the remainder arising in extraadrenal sites, such
as the organ of Zuckerkandl and sympathetic ganglia sur-
rounding the kidney. Pheochromocytoma is associated with
several familial syndromes: multiple endocrine neoplasias
(MENIIA and IIB), von Hippel–Landau syndrome, and
neurofibromatosis (NF-1). These tumors usually manifest
clinically with hypertension, palpitations, headaches, pallor,
and tremors caused by catecholamine excess. Elevated lev-
els of plasma and urinary catecholamines are diagnostic.
Pheochromocytomas are generally very slow-growing tu-
mors and, if tumors are completely excised before becoming
metastatic, patients have complete recovery. However, a
small percentage of these tumors, particularly the extra-
adrenal pheochromocytomas, metastasize, and, with limited
current treatment options, these patients eventually die of
the disease (3).

MIBG USE IN CHILDREN

Metaiodobenzylguanidine (MIBG) was first developed at
the University of Michigan (4). It is an aralkylguanidine,
which is structurally similar to norepinephrine. It concen-
trates within secretory granules of catecholamine-producing
cells (5–7). Once iodinated, MIBG can be used for local-
ization of neural crest tumors such as neuroblastoma and
pheochromocytoma. The first report of localization of pheo-
chromocytoma with 131I-MIBG was published in 1981 (8).
Positive localization of neuroblastoma with 131I-MIBG was
subsequently reported (9). In addition to its utility for im-
aging, MIBG is used in therapy of neuroblastoma and
pheochromocytoma.

MIBG is radioiodinated with 123I or 131I. The 123I is a pure
�-emitter with a short half-life of 13 h and principal photon
energy of 159 keV, which is highly suitable for �-camera
imaging. In comparison, 131I-MIBG emits �-particles and
high-energy �-rays with a main �-emission energy of 364
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keV and a long half-life of 8.05 d. The whole-body radiation
dose for 123I-MIBG is approximately 5% that of 131I-MIBG
(10). The favorable dosimetry and better imaging charac-
teristics, including high-quality SPECT capability, make
123I-MIBG the agent of choice, despite its higher cost (11).
Unfortunately, only 131I-MIBG is commercially available in
the United States, and the availability of 123I-MIBG is
limited to only a few centers that produce their own radio-
pharmaceutical for local use under an Investigational New
Drug exemption approved by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (12). In Europe, 123I-MIBG is widely avail-
able. There is no published data comparing the sensitiv-
ities and specificities of 131I- and 123I-MIBG imaging in
neuroblastoma. A recent case report described an extra-
adrenal pheochromocytoma in the bladder that was de-
tected by 123I-MIBG but missed by 131I-MIBG scintig-
raphy (13).

The uptake of MIBG in adrenomedullary tissue occurs by
a type I amine uptake mechanism (6,7,10). Once inside the
cell, the majority of MIBG remains within the cytoplasm in
neuroblastoma cells, whereas in pheochromocytoma cells,
MIBG is actively transported into the granules. The major-
ity of 131I-MIBG is excreted unchanged through the urinary
tract (40%–55% in 24 h; 70%–90% in 96 h). Small fractions
are excreted in the gut.

Medications, including many antihypertensives, sympa-
thomimetics, tricyclic antidepressants, and antipsychotics
reduce uptake and storage of MIBG (14). These medications
are rarely used in children. The most common medications
that may interfere with visualization include nonprescrip-
tion cough and cold preparations containing pseudoephed-
rine. Cardiac drugs, including calcium channel blockers
(nifedipine) and angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors
(captopril, enalapril), may interfere with visualization, and
special attention should be paid to these agents when im-
aging patients with pheochromocytoma (15).

Patient Preparation
On the day of the procedure, patients and parents

should be asked about exposure to potential interfering
agents. If none is noted, a peripheral intravenous line is
established. The dose of MIBG is administered by slow
intravenous injection over at least 5 min. Potential adverse
effects of MIBG injection (vomiting, tachycardia, pallor,
abdominal pain) are rare when slow injection is used. In-
jection via central venous catheters should be avoided if
possible.

Another important consideration is radiation exposure to
the thyroid gland from free radioiodide that forms as a result
of in vivo deiodination of MIBG. To reduce the uptake of
free radioiodide in the thyroid, patients scheduled to un-
dergo a 131I-MIBG scan are given a saturated solution of
potassium iodide, beginning preferably the day before the
injection of the radiopharmaceutical and continuing for 1
wk after the administration of MIBG. Recommended doses
are 32 mg of potassium iodide daily for children ages 1 mo

to 3 y, 65 mg for those 3 to 13 y, and 130 mg for those older
than 13 y. For newborns, the recommended dose is 16 mg
only on the day before tracer injection (11).

For patients receiving 131I-MIBG therapy, a single dose of
thyroxine (100 mcg/m2) and 2 doses 12 h apart of methim-
azole (0.25 mg/kg/dose) should be added to the previously
described potassium iodide regimen (16).

Imaging Protocol
The administered dose of 131I-MIBG is 0.52 MBq/kg

(3.7–37 MBq). Imaging is performed at 24, 48, and 72–96
h. With 131I-MIBG, most centers acquire spot images cov-
ering the whole body, usually 20 min or 100,000 counts per
spot image, as in Figures 1 and 2. The administered dose of
131I-MIBG is 7.4 MBq/kg (37–370 MBq), with images
obtained at 24 and 48 h, 10 min per spot image, with
additional SPECT as necessary.

Knowledge of the normal biodistribution of MIBG is
important in order to avoid misinterpretation. Uptake of
MIBG normally occurs in the liver, spleen, myocardium,
salivary glands, and normal adrenals. In infants, myocardial
uptake may be particularly high. Other organs, including
skeletal muscles, nasal mucosa, lungs, bladder, and colon,
may demonstrate some uptake. Uptake of radioiodine in
the thyroid will depend on the level of thyroid blockade
(17–19).

MIBG SCINTIGRAPHY

The scope of MIBG scintigraphy has expanded consid-
erably in recent years. It is used not only to diagnose and
stage neuroblastoma but also at follow-up to assess response
to therapy, exclude a subclinical relapse, and plan MIBG
therapy. The specificity of MIBG scintigraphy approaches
100%, whereas sensitivity for staging has been reported to
be 90%–95% in various studies (11,20–24). In some pa-
tients, neuroblastoma may present with a paraneoplastic
syndrome in which the primary is occult. In these cases,
MIBG scans may be helpful in screening the entire patient
for an occult primary.

The prognosis in neuroblastoma is highly dependent on
staging. It is important, then, to accurately localize the full
extent of disease before initiating therapy. Traditional stag-
ing investigations include CT and MR imaging, bone scan,
and bone marrow aspiration biopsy. On most current Chil-
dren’s Oncology Group protocols, MIBG is not required for
staging. However, MIBG scanning is required on the latest
Children’s Oncology Group protocol for high-risk neuro-
blastoma. Several studies have looked at the utility of MIBG
for staging and have compared MIBG with bone scans, MR
imaging, and bone marrow biopsies (25–27). Studies com-
paring MIBG scans with bone scans have produced equiv-
ocal results. Gordon et al. (25) compared 123I-MIBG and
99mTc-methylene diphosphonate (99mTc-MDP) bone scans in
44 children. They reported 8 false-negative 123I-MIBG scans
for skeletal involvement (4 at diagnosis, 4 at follow-up). In
contrast, Shulkin et al. (26) compared 131I-MIBG and bone
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scans in 77 patients and observed no false-negative 131I-
MIBG scans. Instead, they identified a greater number (al-
most 2-fold) of skeletal lesions on 131I-MIBG scanning. It
appears that to detect skeletal neuroblastoma both MIBG
and 99mTc-MDP bone scans may be useful. MIBG provides
a better idea of extent of disease, whereas 99mTc-MDP bone
scans are needed because of the problem of false-negative
MIBG scans. Studies comparing MIBG scans with single
bone marrow aspiration biopsy have concluded that MIBG
scintigraphy indicated bone marrow infiltration by neuro-
blastoma in considerably more patients than did bone mar-
row aspiration biopsy (28).

Apart from usefulness in diagnosis and staging, MIBG
scans may help in predicting overall response and event-free
survival in neuroblastoma. Suc et al. (29) devised a scoring
system based on MIBG uptake in 7 different body segments.
They found that patients with an initial MIBG score �4 had
a higher probability of achieving complete response after
induction. Using another scoring system, Ady et al. (30)
evaluated sequential 123I-MIBG scans performed at the be-
ginning, midcourse, and end of induction chemotherapy and
found that the midcourse score strongly correlated with
complete remission at the end of induction. Matthay et al.
(31) used the same scoring system as in the initial study by
Ady et al. but extended the study to show a correlation with

both overall response and bone marrow response after all
pretransplantation therapy, before final myeloablative ther-
apy, and with ultimate event-free survival. They found that
the probability of having a complete response before trans-
plantation was significantly higher if the relative score after
2 cycles was �0.5, or, if after 4 cycles, the relative score
was �0.24. This correlated with improved event-free sur-
vival. In 90 patients treated with dose-intensive therapy
since diagnosis, Kushner et al. (32) found that the use of
MIBG scintigraphy increased the recognition of minimal
residual disease from 15.5% to 20%.

MIBG THERAPY
131I-MIBG has been used as a therapeutic agent in neu-

roblastoma in Europe and in a few centers in the United
States (31). 131I-MIBG is suitable for targeted radiotherapy,
because its uptake is tissue specific and a prolonged intra-
cellular concentration is maintained at tumor sites in con-
trast to normal tissues. There are several published reports
on 131I-MIBG therapy for pheochromocytoma in adults;
however, data in children are quite limited (33,34).

In treating neuroblastoma, 131I-MIBG is currently used
either as a single agent in progressive or recurrent neuro-
blastoma after conventional therapy or more recently in

FIGURE 1. 131I-MIBG and 111In-DTPA-octreotide images of patient with neuroblastoma. (A) 131I-MIBG images at 48 h demonstrate
diffuse abnormal bone marrow uptake in proximal upper and lower extremities and in spine. (B) 111In-DTPA-octreotide images at
24 h show abnormal bone marrow uptake in a similar distribution. 111In-DTPA-octreotide also shows subtle focus at superior aspect
of right lobe of liver, which is not appreciated on MIBG scan (arrowhead). Bone marrow disease was confirmed with biopsy. CT of
the abdomen showed multiple liver lesions.
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combination with myeloablative therapy before autologous
bone marrow transplantation (ABMT). 131I-MIBG therapy
has also been used preoperatively at the start of treatment
protocol for inoperable stage III and IV disease and in
combination with hyperbaric oxygen therapy (35–39).

Single-Agent 131I-MIBG Therapy for Progressive or
Recurrent Neuroblastoma

Single-agent 131I-MIBG therapy has been administered to
children with recurrent or metastatic neuroblastoma failing
conventional therapy since the mid 1980s (40). In a phase II
study in The Netherlands, 53 patients (49 children, aged
1–12 y, and 4 adults, aged 22–27 y) received a fixed dose of
100–200 mCi of 131I-MIBG. Objective response was seen in
56% (7 complete and 23 partial responses). An impressive
palliative effect was also noted (41). In a German multi-
center study involving 47 patients, 112 treatment courses
were administered. The mean 131I-MIBG dose was 8.8 �
6.66 mCi/kg. Objective response was seen in 47% (9 com-
plete and 13 partial responses) (42). Matthay et al. (43)
treated 11 patients with refractory neuroblastoma with 100–
400 mCi/m2/course and noted 2 patients with partial re-
sponses and 2 patients with stable disease. A phase I dose-
escalation study of 30 patients with advanced
neuroblastoma showed that 80% of patients who received
12 or more mCi/kg experienced grade 4 thrombocytopenia
or neutropenia. Dose-limiting hematologic toxicity was
reached at 15 mCi/kg. One patient developed secondary
leukemia, and 3 became hypothyroid. Responses were seen
in 37% of patients, with 1 complete response, 10 partial
responses, 3 mixed responses, 10 with stable disease, and 6
with progressive disease. The minimum dose for the 10 of
11 responders was 12 mCi/kg (44). Weiss et al. (45) pub-

lished a report of 3 patients who developed secondary
myelodysplasia/leukemia after 131I-MIBG therapy. Hemato-
logic toxicity was again documented in a recent phase I/II
study using 131I-MIBG at 18 mCi/kg (46). Of 53 patients,
70% experienced neutropenia, 91% required red cell trans-
fusions, and 96% required platelet transfusion. Autologous
stem cell reconstitution was required in 19 patients, and,
thus, the current phase II protocol requires the availability of
stem cells before beginning therapy.

131I-MIBG Therapy as a Component of Multiagent
Chemotherapy

In an attempt to improve survival of patients with meta-
static/refractory neuroblastoma 131I-MIBG has been used in
combination with multiagent chemotherapy. Corbett et al.
(47) treated 5 patients with 131I-MIBG followed by high-
dose therapy and ABMT 14–32 d later. Two children re-
lapsed and died, 1 died of septicemia, and 2 are alive at 17
and 41 mo after ABMT. Gaze et al. (48) combined 131I-
MIBG with high-dose chemotherapy and total body irradi-
ation. Of 5 patients, 1 was alive without relapse at 32 mo,
and 4 patients relapsed. Klingebiel et al. (49) treated 11
children, after induction therapy with 131I-MIBG and high-
dose chemotherapy, with peripheral blood stem cell trans-
plant support followed by anti-GD2 antibody. Three pa-
tients achieved a complete response, and 1 experienced a
partial response. Yanik et al. (50) treated 12 patients (5 after
relapse, 7 after induction chemotherapy). All patients re-
ceived MIBG followed by melphalan, carboplatin, etopo-
side, and ABMT. Of the 8 patients with metastatic disease,
3 achieved complete remission and 2 achieved partial re-
mission with acceptable toxicity.

FIGURE 2. 131I-MIBG and 111In-DTPA-octreotide images of a patient with neuroblastoma. Patient, complaining of right hip pain,
was imaged for recurrence 1 y after chemotherapy and bone marrow transplant. (A) 131I-MIBG showed abnormal uptake in right hip
(arrow). Markers at level of elbow (E) and anterior superior iliac spine (ASIS). No abnormal uptake of 131I-MIBG noted in spine. (B)
111In-DTPA-octreotide showed abnormal uptake in right hip (arrow), diffuse uptake in marrow of thoracic and lumbar spine (dashed
arrow), and focal uptake in midthoracic spine (arrow). Bone marrow biopsy confirmed recurrent disease. MR imaging showed
increased enhancement posterior to right acetabulum.
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131I-MIBG Therapy at Diagnosis
Preoperative 131I-MIBG therapy has been used in children

presenting with advanced/inoperable neuroblastoma, with
an objective of reducing tumor volume to enable surgical
resection without inducing early drug resistance and toxicity
(36,38). De Kraker et al. (35) reported results in 33 patients
with untreated advanced-stage neuroblastoma treated with
preoperative131I-MIBG. There were 18 partial responses and
1 complete response; 11 patients experienced stable disease,
and 3 had progressive disease. Twenty-one patients under-
went surgery, and 17 of these had tumor resection of more
than 95%. Mastrangelo et al. (37) treated 3 patients with
stage III neuroblastoma and described the complete disap-
pearance of tumor in 1 patient and significant reduction in
the other 2.

MIBG AND 111IN-DTPA-OCTREOTIDE

Procedure guidelines for 111In-diethylenetriaminepenta-
acetic acid (DTPA)-octreotide scintigraphy in children out-
lining patient preparation, imaging protocol, and clinical
applications have been published (51). In children, several
studies have compared MIBG with 111In-DTPA-octreotide
scintigraphy for imaging of neuroblastoma (Table 1) (52–
55). The sensitivity of 111In-DTPA-octreotide scintigraphy
ranged from 55% to 70% compared with 83% to 94% for
MIBG scintigraphy. However, the majority of studies com-
pared 111In-DTPA-octreotide with 123I-MIBG scintigraphy,
with only 1 study comparing it with the more readily avail-
able 131I-MIBG scintigraphy. Most of these studies used
only planar imaging for 111In-DTPA-octreotide scintigra-
phy, thus reducing the sensitivity of the study. Figure 1
compares 131I-MIBG scintigraphy with 111In-DTPA-oct-
reotide scintigraphy in 2 patients with neuroblastoma at our
institution. The recent introduction of SPECT/CT has
greatly improved the sensitivity of 111In-DTPA-octreotide
scintigraphy in our limited studies (56,60). Figures 1 and 2
demonstrate the sensitivity of 111In-DTPA-octreotide com-
pared with 131I-MIBG in neuroblastoma. Several of the
studies cited here also showed that positive 111In-DTPA-
octreotide scintigraphy correlated with a more favorable
clinical outcome (53–55).

Studies have evaluated the correlation of somatostatin 2
(SST2) expression with survival. Two independent groups

found that high levels of SST2 receptor expression corre-
lated with a better survival, independent of N-Myc ampli-
fication, and that in vitro SST2 gene expression was posi-
tively related to in vivo determination of SST2 receptors by
111In-DTPA-octreotide scintigraphy (57,58). Schilling et al.
(59) found that SST2 receptor expression was related to
genetic features, which correlated with prognosis. This
group found that no tumor with 1p 36 deletion and di/tetra
DNA content showed SST2 expression. Juweid et al. (60)
compared bone scintigraphy with 111In-DTPA-octreotide
scintigraphy and found that 111In-DTPA-octreotide scintig-
raphy was positive in only 1 of 9 patients. Overall, 111In-
DTPA-octreotide scintigraphy showed a greater number of
bone metastases (30 versus 7). The conclusion from these
studies is that 123I-MIBG scintigraphy is more sensitive than
111In-DTPA-octreotide scintigraphy for neuroblastoma.
However, 111In-DTPA-octreotide scintigraphy yields prog-
nostic information and is as sensitive as 131I-MIBG in de-
tecting metastatic disease.

Central nervous system tumors in childhood can also be
characterized using 111In-DTPA-octreotide scintigraphy.
Early studies suggested that the integrity of the blood–brain
barrier (not SST2 expression) was the primary determinant
in whether or not any brain tumor was visualized using
111In-DTPA-octreotide scintigraphy (61). These authors
concluded that although both gliomas and meningiomas
express SST2, meningiomas are 111In-DTPA-octreotide–
positive because they are outside the blood–brain barrier.
Subsequent investigations demonstrated SST2 receptors by
immunohistochemistry on gliomas of all grades, I–IV, but
111In-DTPA-octreotide scintigraphy was positive only in
higher grade tumors in which the blood–brain barrier was
disrupted as evidenced by 99mTc-DTPA uptake (62). Other
investigators have also concluded that although nearly all
gliomas express somatostatin receptors, only high-grade
gliomas with associated blood–brain barrier disruption have
significant uptake of 111In-DTPA-octreotide (63). 111In-
DTPA-octreotide was useful, however, in differentiating
glioma from medulloblastoma and in differentiating recur-
rent meningioma from scar tissue (63,64). The observation
that medulloblastoma, which is quite rare in adults, could be
distinguished from glioma using a nonsurgical technique
prompted investigations of 111In-DTPA-octreotide in diag-

TABLE 1
Results of Studies Comparing 111In-DTPA-Octreotide Scintigraphy with MIBG Scintigraphy for Neuroblastoma*

Authors (reference) Radionuclides Patients

Sensitivity

MIBG 111In-DTPA-octreotide

Limouris et al. (53) 123I-MIBG and 111In-DTPA 7 83% 55%
Shalaby Rana et al. (54) 131I-MIBG and 111In-DTPA 7 86% 57%
Kropp et al. (55) 123I-MIBG and 111In-DTPA 22 85% 70%
Schilling et al. (56) 123I-MIBG and 111In-DTPA 88 94% 64%

*No 111In-DTPA-octreotide SPECT imaging was performed in these studies.
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nosis and follow-up of pediatric brain tumors. Medulloblas-
toma is one of the most common brain tumors in children,
and its high expression of somatostatin receptors allows it to
be distinguished from pilocytic astrocytoma, the most fre-
quent glioma in children (65). Medulloblastoma is consid-
ered to be a primitive neuroectodermal tumor (PNET), and
it is similar on histologic examination to supratentorial
PNET. Not surprisingly, the supratentorial PNET has also
been demonstrated to express high levels of SST2 (66).
111In-DTPA-octreotide scintigraphy is a very sensitive tech-
nique for follow-up of both medulloblastoma and supraten-
torial PNET, in some cases identifying early recurrence
before either clinical symptoms are reported or tumor
growth is observed on MR imaging (65,66).

A phase I trial in children with refractory solid tumors
that are somatostatin receptor-positive as evidenced by pos-
itive 111In-DTPA-octreotide scan is currently ongoing in the
United States. While awaiting FDA approval of 90Y-
1,4,7,10-tetraazacyclododecane-N,N�,N�,N�-tetraacetic acid
(DOTA)-Tyr3-octreotide (DOTATOC) for treatment of so-
matostatin receptor-expressing malignancies in the United
States, this innovative treatment is available in only 3 insti-
tutions: Erasmus University (Rotterdam, The Netherlands),
the University of Basel (Switzerland), and the University of
Iowa (Iowa City; for children only). The pediatric trial is a
dose-escalation trial beginning at 30 mCi/m2 and is enroll-
ing children with any 111In-DTPA-octreotide–positive tu-
mor, including brain tumors. In Basel, brain tumors are
being treated with intratumoral injection of 90Y-DOTA-
TOC, thus eliminating the potential problem of blood–brain
barrier penetration and also decreasing the radiation dose to
the kidneys (67). It is hoped that early success in treatment
of neuroendocrine tumors with of 90Y-DOTATOC as a
single agent will be followed shortly by incorporation of
this molecular-targeted therapy into combination therapies
that will provide cures for patients with these enigmatic
malignancies.

CONCLUSION

Both 111In-DTPA-octreotide and 123I-MIBG are sensitive
indicators of neural crest tumors. 111In-DTPA-octreotide is
the best initial procedure in carcinoid, gastroenteropancre-
atic neuroendocrine tumors, and paraganglioma, whereas
123I-MIBG scintigraphy (when it is available) remains the
best initial procedure for pheochromocytoma and malignant
paraganglioma. 111In-DTPA-octreotide scintigraphy is an
extremely sensitive technique for pediatric brain tumors,
especially medulloblastoma and supratentorial PNET.

Neuroblastoma can be imaged by either 111In-DTPA-
octreotide or MIBG, depending on local expertise. 111In-
DTPA-octreotide scintigraphy correlates with prognosis in
neuroblastoma, suggesting a complementary role for both
tracers in initial diagnostic workup.

131I-MIBG therapy is effectively used for the treatment of
several neural crest tumors. 90Y-DOTATOC therapy for

neural crest tumors and neuroepithelial tumors of the central
nervous system (CNS) has been introduced in the last sev-
eral years. It is available in Europe for treatment of adult
neuroendocrine tumors and selected CNS tumors. A phase I
trial of 90Y-DOTATOC (or Tyr3) in childhood malignancies
is ongoing in the United States.
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