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Influences of Autumn Skiffing Level of Tea Bushes on Quality and Yield of Fresh Leaves in the Following Year : Hide
OMAE (Natl. Agr. Res. Cent., Nall. Inst. of Veget. and Tea Sci., Makurazaki, Kagoshima 898-0032, Japan. Present address; Okinawa
subtrop. stn., J[IRCAS, Ishigaki 907-0002, Japan.)

Abstract : Influences of autumn skiffing level on inner-space circumstances, production and quality of tea (Cultivar. “Yabukita’ )
and harvesting rate by mechanical plucking were investigated from October, 1999 to September, 2000 at Makurazaki,
Kagoshima, Japan. By introduction of mechanical plucking, unharvest rate of fresh tea leaves reached to 34-37%. Shallow
autumn skiffing formed a thick leaf layer, high leaf area index (LLAI) and high light-interception, predicting high yield in the
next year. The shallow skiffing induced bud growth during winter, lower percentage of banjhi shoots to the total, higher
quality of tea in the 1st crop and higher tea yield in the 3rd and 4th crop. The shallow and medium skiffing treatment
resulted in higher plucking yield through a year and high tea quality.

Key words : Autumn skiffing, Lateral shoot, Quality, Tea, Yield.




