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SUMMARY

Sera from humans and dogs were tested by microscopic agglutination test. Icterohaemorrhagiae was the predominant serogroup
in both groups, associated with the infestation of Rattus norvegicus.
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Leptospirosis  is  a  zoonotic  disease,
endemic in Sao Paulo County. 4091 serum
samples of human and canine origin, of
suspected leptospirosis, were examined during
the period 2000 to 2003, sent to the Zoonotic
and  Vector  Communicable  Diseases
Laboratory, by the County´s Health Units and
Veterinary Clinics.

Sera of 1913 humans and 2178 dogs were
tested by microscopic agglutination test
(MAT), with the serogroups Andamana,
Australis, Autumnalis, Ballum, Bataviae,
Canicola,  Cynopteri ,  Djasiman, Grippo-
typhosa, Icterohaemorrhagiae, Javanica,
Panama,  Pomona,  Pyrogenes ,  Se j roe ,
Shermani and  Tarassovi. Were considered
sera with titers (= 800) as confirmed cases
of leptospirosis.1
The seropositivity found in the humans
was 11 % (218/1913) and of 19 % (424/2178)
in the dogs samples. Icterohaemorrhagiae
was the predominant serogroup in both
groups,  with results  of  57 % and 82 %
respec t ive ly.  The  human and  canine
leptospirosis are serious causes of health risk
in the Sao Paulo County area, and even
selecting high titers, as 800 or more, its
occurrence is confirmed by laboratory. The
predominance of the Icterohaemorrhagiae
serogroup is associated with the infestation
of Rattus norvegicus, aggravated by heavy
rainfall and flooding in the summer and
def ic ienc ies  in  envi ronmenta l  hea l th
conditions in some regions. Laboratory data
is a basic indicator tool for the planning of
surve i l lance  and  cont ro l  measures  of  
leptospirosis.2
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Leptospirosis humana y canina: datos serológicos
de la Ciudad de Sao Paulo, Brasil, 2000-2003

RESUMEN

Se analizaron los sueros de humanos y de perros mediante la
prueba de aglutinación microscópica. Icterohaemorrhagiae fue
el serogrupo predominante en ambos, asociado con la infestación
de Rattus norvegicus.
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