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2. Report for award ending June 30 2012 (Final Report) 
 
The program was concerned with developing and verifying the validity of observational methods 
for constraining the properties of dark matter and dark energy in the Universe.  
 
Excellent progress has been made in measuring the properties of dark energy through the use of 
distant Type Ia supernova (SNe). The most significant milestone in this area was analysis of the 
third year Supernova Legacy Survey data in which the PI played a key spectroscopic role. The 
resulting constraints on the equation of state parameter, w,  are the most precise so far obtained by 
any method. Moreover, analysis of the systematic errors associated with this program have 
highlighted the importance of understanding variations in the properties of SNe as a function of 
redshift, progenitor composition and host galaxy environment. The PI has led global efforts to 
evaluate these variations both through statistical studies of the ultraviolet spectroscopy of local 
SNe with the Palomar Transient Factory and Hubble Space Telescope and through detailed 
modeling of individual events where the physical origin of the variations are now understood. 
 
The program also led to new constraints on the distribution of dark matter on small scales (<100 
kpc) via precise measures of its spatial distribution in clusters of galaxies using gravitational 
lensing. Although the `cold’ dark matter (CDM) model has been successful in explaining the 
large scale distribution of material, only on smaller scales can variants such as  `warm’ dark 
matter be tested. In recent years, a number of discrepancies have arisen between observations and 
CDM on these scales, one of the most significant of which is the relative distribution of baryons 
and dark matter in clusters and dwarf galaxies. Via this program we have completed the first 
comprehensive study of the 3-D distribution of dark matter in clusters for comparison with 
numerical models and a key test of the claimed universal Navarro, Frenk and White (NFW) dark 
matter profile. Our work has demonstrated significant deficiencies in our understanding of dark 
matter and the likely importance of early interactions between baryons on small scales. 
 
Weak gravitational lensing signals also offer a promising probe of dark energy. Via this program, 
Caltech led various studies to test the limiting effects in this approach. Subaru imaging data was 
followed up with Keck spectroscopy to examine the difficulties of counting clusters, selected via 
their lensing signals, as a probe of dark energy. This was paralleled by technical studies to 
improve algorithms for extracting the weak lensing signals as well as the effect of imperfections 
in current optical and near-infrared detectors. 
 
The grant provided partial support for one postdoctoral researcher Dr Jeff Cooke who worked on 
the supernova program, and a full-time graduate student Drew Newman who worked on the dark 
matter program.  Two undergraduates  Mike Maseda and Sedona Price were involved in the 
Caltech program.  Strong collaborative programs were enabled with JPL (Rhodes), LBNL 
(Nugent), Oklahoma (Baron), Mazzali (Max Planck), Weizman Institute (Gal-Yam), Harvard 
(Sand), UC Santa Barbara (Treu, Howell, Sand), Oxford (Sullivan) and Smith (Birmingham). 



 
The overall program led to 25 scientific papers which appeared or have been submitted to 
refereed journals. 
 
More details of the accomplishments are given below. 
 
2.1 Supernovae as a Probe of Dark Energy 
 
Supernovae of Type Ia (SNe Ia)  represent the most well-explored tool for probing dark energy. 
The program saw completion of our analysis of the first three years of data from the SuperNova 
Legacy Survey (SNLS) which has delivered the best measure to date for the equation of state of 
dark energy, w = -1.061 ± 0.068 (combined with WMAP7 and for a flat Universe), based on 
detailed spectroscopic and photometric data of 472 distant SNe. The constraints on possible 
evolution in the equation of state are also impressive. For the formalism w(a) = w0 + wa (1 - a), 
we find w0 = 0.905 ± 0.196; wa = -0.984 ± 1.09 in a flat Universe (combining in this case with 
WMAP7, SDSS and including a prior on the Hubble constant). In summary, our work provides 
the best evidence to date for dark energy with an equation of state parameter w=-1. The PI’s 
contribution to this program were fundamental and included spectroscopic determinations of the 
SN type and redshift and studies of the host galaxy properties.  
 
An important component of our achievements is a rigorous assessment of the systematic errors 
involved and the prospects for improving these constraints in the near future, e.g. with WFIRST 
and LSST. Through this grant the PI has played a leading role in these investigations. Given SNe 
are events that occur in evolving stellar populations, a key issue is whether there is some form of 
`systematic floor' in their calibration and application, arising perhaps from time evolution in their 
behavior or intrinsic dispersion in their properties. The focus of this effort has been a careful 
examination of the rest-frame ultraviolet (UV) spectra which act as a valuable proxy for the 
progenitor metallicity – a key variable. Through a concerted campaign with the Palomar 
Transient Factory (PTF) and the STIS UV spectrograph, we completed a study of the maximum 
light spectra for 30 local events. This represents a 10-fold improvement in the sample size of 
nearby SNe with high quality UV spectra. This work has provided definitive evidence that the 
mean SN Ia spectrum is stable over the redshift range 0<z<0.5 but that the dispersion we found in 
Keck data at z~0.5 in 2008 is also seen in the local data. The spectral dispersion is larger in the 
region of metallic absorption features and thus appears to originate in differences in progenitor 
composition. To demonstrate this physical explanation conclusively, we used a stationary Monte 
Carlo radiative transfer code to create a grid of maximum light spectra with varying luminosities 
and the amount of metals in the outer layers. These model spectra can accurately reproduce the 
observed dispersion in terms of a varying progenitor composition. 
 
A more detailed PTF-led campaign has now tracked the UV spectra as a function of phase every 
few days for four selected events. By securing UV spectra immediately after detection we are 
sensitive not only to the progenitor composition but also to interactions between the SN ejecta 
and the binary companion. The first results of this effort are particularly promising and may 
conclusively differentiate various routes to the SN Ia explosion mechanism. 
 
Finally, a new result has followed from the SNLS campaign. Using the fact the SNLS deep fields 
were imaged repeatedly over 4 years, we have identified and, using Keck, spectroscopically-
confirmed, 10 Type IIN supernovae with intense Lyman α emission at z~2-3. These represent the 
most distant SNe so far found. Such SNe IIN are thought to represent core-collapse events from 
stars with main sequence masses in excess of 40-60 solar masses and so their abundance can 
provide a guide to the nature of the stellar initial mass function at early cosmic times. In the 



longer term, detailed study of SN IIN with future facilities (TMT, LSST) may provide a valuable 
probe of the expansion history at redshifts beyond 2. 
 
2.2 The Nature and Small-Scale Distribution of Dark Matter 
 
Individual clusters of galaxies act as excellent `laboratories' for probing the distribution of dark 
matter over a wide range of physical scales for comparison with numerical simulations. If dark 
matter (DM) is a cold non-interacting particle, numerical simulations predict that the DM radial 
profile should follow the so-called universal Navarro-Frenk-White (NFW) profile. Comparing 
observations of the DM profile with numerical simulations provides a key test of the gravitational 
interplay between DM and baryons over cosmic time and offers a fundamental test of the 
assumption that the DM particle is truly cold.  
 
Through this DOE award we conducted the most rigorous and technically-advanced test of the 
distribution of DM on small scales. Although earlier cluster analyses apparently supported the 
NFW profile, those datasets are insufficiently precise and, crucially, do not separate the DM and 
baryonic components – a key requirement on small scales. In our work we exploit strongly-lensed 
features of known redshift in the cores of clusters to constrain the small scale DM distribution 
and weak shear signals to constrain the large scale behavior. Stellar dynamics of the central 
cluster galaxy enables us to separate the baryonic contribution. For 7 clusters, we have now 
measured the DM profile over 3 orders of magnitude in physical radius (3kpc to 3 Mpc) 
providing a unique test of the NFW profile and its universality. A major technical advance during 
the period of the award has been demonstration that dynamical data for the halo of the central 
galaxy and X-ray imaging of the hot gas in the cluster can, with the lensing data, eliminate 
uncertainties arising from projection effects.  
 
Importantly, we find a much greater dispersion in the inner slope of DM profile than is predicted 
in the CDM simulations and, for several clusters, a slope much flatter than predicted. At face 
value this could provide support for a dark matter particle that is `self-interacting’. Alternatively, 
it may indicate that the nature of interaction between dark and baryonic matter is poorly 
understood. Our observed mass distributions thus provide a key basis for improved numerical 
simulations that attempt to explain the joint behavior of dark and baryonic matter on small scales. 
 
2.3 Weak Gravitational Lensing as a Probe of Dark Energy 
 
During the period of the award, we also undertook observational and technical studies of weak 
gravitational lensing and the degree to which future ground-based facilities (LSST) and space 
missions (WFIRST, Euclid) may be able to use this phenomenon to provide precise constraints on 
dark energy. 
 
Weak gravitational lensing utilizes the distorted shapes of thousands of faint background galaxies 
to infer the foreground distribution of dark matter. Slicing the background population via 
photometric redshifts enables the growth of structure to be measured; this represents a powerful 
measure of the balance between gravity and dark energy. Moreover, weak lensing signals can be 
used to deliver mass-selected cluster samples whose abundance at various redshifts is a further 
test of dark energy. The merit of counting clusters as a probe of dark energy has been evaluated 
following completion of a survey spanning 22 deg2 undertaken with the Subaru 8-m telescope. 
~100 massive clusters have been located as peaks in the resulting convergence (projected dark 
matter) maps. The redshifts of these clusters were determined with Keck spectroscopy yielding 
halo masses. The complex systematic effects identified in our analysis have clearly defined the 
challenges this method presents to future ground and space-based cluster surveys. 



 
Our observational work with the Subaru telescope was paralleled by a technical program to 
improve algorithms for extracting the weak lensing signals from current and projected future data 
and to quantify and mitigate systematic errors arising from detector limitations, including non-
linearity, interpixel capacitance, and persistence in the near infrared detectors being considered 
for future dark energy missions such as WFIRST. The technical studies have been done in 
conjunction with scientists and engineers at Caltech Optical Observatories, JPL, LBNL and 
FNAL. Caltech remains very active in the global effort to improve shape measurement 
algorithms. We maintained a leading role in the Gravitational Lensing Accuracy Test programs 
(GREAT10), an expanding, worldwide collaboration of groups interested in the technical aspects 
of weak lensing. Simulated datasets are generated whose weak lensing `shear' is known a priori. 
Collaborating groups run independent analysis codes in a blind manner and the results are 
collated and analyzed. The final workshop of this endeavor, bringing together a significant 
portion of the active weak lensing community worldwide, was hosted in Pasadena in September 
2011.  
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