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A b s t r a c t      

The A c c red itat io n  C o unc il fo r G raduate M ed ic a l Educ atio n  requ ires  that tra inees
s ho w  pro g res s iv e m iles to ne atta inm en t in  the p rac tic e– bas ed  learn ing  and
s ys tem s – bas ed  p rac tic e c o m petenc ies . A s  part o f  the C lin ic a l Learn ing
Env iro nm en t Rev iew , s po ns o ring  ho s p ita ls  m us t educ ate tra inees  in  health  c are
quality  im pro vem en t, p ro v ide them  w ith  s pec ia lty – s pec if ic  quality  data , and
ens u re tra inee part ic ipatio n  in  quality  im pro vem en t ac t iv it ies  and  c o m m ittees .
Subs pec ia lty – s pec if ic  quality  im pro v em en t c u rric u la  in  neph ro lo gy  tra in ing
pro g ram s  have no t been  repo rted , a ltho ugh  c o ns iderab le c u rric u lar and
as s es s m en t m ateria l ex is ts  fo r s pec ia lty  res idenc ies , in c lud ing  to o ls  fo r
as s es s ing  tra inee and  fac u lty  c o m petenc e. N eph ro lo gy– s pec if ic  d idac tic  m ateria l
ex is ts  to  as s is t neph ro lo gy  fe llo w s  and  fac u lty  m en to rs  in  des ign ing  and
im p lem en ting  quality  im pro vem en t p ro jec ts . N eph ro lo gy  is  no tab le am o ng
in ternal m ed ic ine s ubs pec ia lt ies  fo r the em phas is  p lac ed  o n  adherenc e to  quality
th res ho lds — s pec if ic a l ly  fo r c h ro n ic  RRT  s ho w n  by  the C en ters  fo r M ed ic are and
M ed ic a id  Serv ic es  Q uality  In c en tiv e Pro g ram . W e have develo ped  a  neph ro lo gy-
s p e c i f i c  c u rric u lum  that m eets  A c c red itat io n  C o unc il fo r G raduate M ed ic a l
Educ atio n  and  C lin ic a l Learn ing  Env iro nm en t Rev iew  requ irem en ts , ac k no w ledges
regu lato ry  quality  im pro vem en t requ irem en ts , in teg rates  w ith  o ngo ing  d iv is io nal
quality  im pro vem en t ac t iv it ies , and  has  im pro ved  c lin ic a l c are and  the tra in ing
pro g ram . In  add it io n  to  d idac tic  tra in ing  in  quality  im pro v em en t, w e trac k  tra inee
c o m plianc e w ith  Kidney  D is eas e Im pro v ing  G lo bal O u tc o m es  C KD  and  ESRD
quality  ind ic ato rs  (em phas izing  Q uality  Im pro v em en t Pro g ram  ind ic ato rs ), and
fello w s  c o llabo rate o n  a  y early  m u lt id is c ip linary  quality  im pro v em en t p ro jec t.
O v er the pas t 6  y ears , eac h  fe llo w s h ip  c las s  has , o n  the bas is  o f  a  s uc c es s fu l
quality  im pro vem en t p ro jec t, s ho w n  m iles to ne ac h iev em en t in  Sy s tem s - Bas ed
Prac tic e and  Prac tic e- Bas ed  Learn ing . Fe llo w  quality  im pro vem en t p ro jec ts  hav e
im pro ved  neph ro lo gy  c lin ic a l c are w ith in  the in s t itu t io n  and  in tro duc ed  new
educ atio nal and  as s es s m en t to o ls  to  the tra in ing  p ro g ram . A ll hav e been
o ppo rtun it ies  fo r quality  im pro vem en t s c ho lars h ip . The c u rric u lum  prepares
fe llo w s  to  app ly  quality  im pro vem en t p rin c ipa ls  in  independen t c lin ic a l p rac tic e—
w h i l e  s ho w ing  m iles to ne advanc em en t and  d iv is io nal c o m plianc e w ith  C lin ic a l
Learn ing  Env iro nm en t Rev iew  requ irem en ts .
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