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Results The median patient age was 71 (65-77) years old. Providers responded |II Advertising Disclaimer
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no and yes to the surprise question for 171 (35%) and 317 (65%) patients,
respectively. Median follow-up was 1.9 (1.5-2.1) years, during which 18% of
patients died (33% of surprise question no, 10% of surprise question yes;
P<0.001). In patients with a known RRT preference (58%), 13% of surprise
question no participants had a preference for conservative management (versus
2% of yes counterparts; P<0.001). A medical order (i.e., physician order for life-
sustaining treatment) was documented in 13% of surprise question no patients
versus 5% of yes patients (P=0.004). Among surprise question no decedents, 41%
died at home or hospice, 38% used hospice services, and 54% were hospitalized in
the month before death. In surprise question yes decedents, 39% died at home or
hospice (P=0.90 versus no), 26% used hospice services (P=0.50 versus no), and
67% were hospitalized in the month before death (P=0.40 versus surprise

question no).

Conclusions Nephrologists’ prognostic perceptions were associated with
modest changes in care, highlighting a critical gap in conservative management
discussions, advance care planning, and end of life care among older adults with

CKD stages 4 and 5 and high-risk clinical characteristics.
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