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Risk factor of espiratory tract infection after thoracotomy
in patients with lung cancer and related nursing measures

WAN Yingchun, Li Haihong, CHEN Lixia
( Department of Chest Surgery, Lianshui County People’ s Hospital, Lianshui, Jiangsu, 223400)

ABSTRACT : Objective To analyze the potential risk factors and nursing measures of respirato-
ry tract infection after thoracotomy in patients with lung cancer. Methods To retrospectively col-
lected clinical data of 56 lung cancer patients with thoracotomy. The incidence of respiratory tract
infection was compared between patients with different gender, age, smoking status, postoperative
expectoration, antibiotic use, pathological type, and the nursing measures to prevent respiratory
tract infection were provided. Results There were 27 cases of postoperative respiratory tract in-
fection observed. The infection rate was higher in those aged equal to or over 65 years old, with
smoking habits and with positive sputum specimens, and was lower in those with good sputum ex-
cretion and with administration of antibiotic prophylaxis, with significant difference (P <0.05 or
P <0.01). Conclusion In nursing care of respiratory tract after thoracotomy, special attention
should be paid on sputum excretion, antibiotic prophylaxis and development of good habits, in or-
der to prevent postoperative respiratory tract infection.
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