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Comparison of two different drainage catheter devices after
video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery for pulmonary resection

XU Ping, SHEN Hong, XU Yinglu
( Department of Thoracic Surgery, Nantong Third People’ s Hospital, Nantong, Jiangsu, 226001 )

ABSTRACT . Objective To investigate the effect of two different drainage catheter devices after
video-assisted thoracoscopic ( VAT) surgery for pulmonary resection. Methods Totally 116 pa-
tients undergoing VAT surgery for pulmonary resection were assigned to the observation group(n
=56) and the control group (n =60). The observation group adopted the drainage catheter device
which was connected with negative pressure ball, and the control group used the thoracic duct con-
nected with water sealed bottle. The pain degree at 1 day after surgery, postoperative activity
time, efficacy of cough and general comfort of patients were evaluated. Results Patients in the
observation group had a lower score of pain assessment at 1 day after surgery and earlier postoper-
ative activity time compared with those in the control group (P <0.05). The efficacy of cough
and general comfort of patients were higher in the observation group than those in the control
group (P <0.05). Conclusion The catheter connected with negative pressure ball is an effec-
tive drainage device after VAT surgery for pulmonary resection, which may reduce the pain degree
and improve the efficacy of cough and general comfort of patients.
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