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Background and objectives Awareness of CKD remains low in comparison with
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other chronic diseases, such as diabetes, leading to low use of preventive

medications and appropriate testing. The objective of this study was to evaluate REPRINTS/PERMISSIONS

the quality of care provided to people with and at risk of CKD.
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Results Among 96,480 adults with eGFR=15-59 ml/min per 1.73 m*“, we found
that 17.0% of th ithout diabet iately risk stratified with |_-l_-_[GoogIe scholar

a . o ose without diabetes were appropriately risk stratified with a
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measure of albuminuria compared with 64.2% of those with diabetes (P<0.001).
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Of those with eGFR=15-59 ml/min per 1.73 m and moderate or severe
albuminuria, 63.2% of those without diabetes received an angiotensin-converting
enzyme inhibitor or an angiotensin receptor blocker compared with 82.1% in
those with diabetes (P<0.001). Statin use was also significantly lower in patients
with eGFR=15-59 ml/min per 1.73 m2 without diabetes (39.2%) compared with
those with diabetes (64.6%; P<0.001). Among 235,649 adults with diabetes, only
41.8% received a urine albumin-to-creatinine ratio and 73.2% received a serum

creatinine measurement over 1 year.

Conclusions We identified large gaps in care, especially in those with CKD but
no diabetes. The largest gap was in the prescription of guideline-concordant
medication in those with CKD as well as appropriate screening for albuminuria in
those with diabetes. Our work illustrates the importance of measuring health
system performance as the first step in a quality improvement process to improve

care and outcomes in CKD.
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