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A b s t r a c t      

SLE  is  a  c h ro n ic  in f lam m ato ry  d is eas e that affec ts  the k idneys  in  abo u t 50%  o f
patien ts . Lupus  neph rit is  is  a  m ajo r ris k  fac to r fo r o vera ll m o rb id ity  and  m o rta lity
in  SLE , and  des p ite  po ten t an ti- in f lam m ato ry  and  im m uno s uppres s iv e therap ies
s til l  ends  in  C KD  o r ESRD  fo r to o  m any  patien ts . Th is  rev iew  h igh ligh ts  rec en t
updates  in  o u r unders tand ing  o f  d is eas e ep idem io lo gy , genetic s , patho genes is ,
and  treatm en t in  an  effo rt to  es tab lis h  a  fram ew o rk  fo r lupus  neph rit is
m anagem en t that is  patien t- s pec if ic  and  o rien ted  to w ard  m ain ta in ing  lo ng- term
k idney  func tio n  in  patien ts  w ith  lupus .
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