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year olds in the lowest life expectancy quartile. The arteriovenous fistula option
was more cost effective than the arteriovenous graft option for all quartiles of life
expectancy among the 65- to 69-year-old age group. For older age groups,
differences in cost-effectiveness between the strategies were attenuated, and the
arteriovenous fistula option tended to only be cost effective in patients with life
expectancy >2 years. For groups for which the arteriovenous fistula option was
not cost saving, the cost to gain one quality-adjusted life-month ranged from
$2294 to $14,042.

Conclusions Among older adults, the cost-effectiveness of an arteriovenous
fistula placed within the first month of dialysis diminishes with increasing age
and lower life expectancy and is not the most cost-effective option for those with

the most limited life expectancy.
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