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Tobacco use is the leading cause of preventable mortality and morbidity in the United States. Patients advised to quit use of
tobacco products by their health care providers are more likely to quit, yet it has been documented that patients are not
receiving this advice. The aim of this study was to investigate whether or not current African American tobacco users were
receiving provider-initiated advice to quit. A cross-sectional survey identified 245 self-reported African American tobacco
users residing in Maryland. Study variables collected included sociodemographics, access to care, smoking status, and
assessed if tobacco cessation counseling was ever provided. Among those surveyed, only 42% reported ever being
counseled to quit tobacco use and, of those who had a recent clinical encounter (within the past year), only 20% reported
being counseled. Multivariate logistic regression identified that having a regular source of health care, living in an urban
setting, and being female increased chances of being advised to quit tobacco use. Overall, findings indicate that African
Americans are not being screened or receiving cessation counseling as recommended by leading health agencies. Health
care provider training to promote better integration of tobacco screening and tobacco cessation counseling during the patient
encounter is needed.
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