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Abstract

A patient died of renal failure related to treatment of a hand contusion with ibuprofen and valdecoxib. Her hospital records
revealed several incorrect and mutually conflicting statements about seven historical items in the Initial Evaluation Reports
authored by five treating physicians. There were errors of commission (relying on imperfect memory, acquiescing erroneous
information), and errors of omission (failure to proofread transcribed reports, question and resolve contradictory statements in
sister reports, obtain correct history, and review prior medical records). Such errors wrongly implied that patient had
preexisting conditions (advanced renal failure, diabetes mellitus, hypertension, asthma and alcoholism) which caused her
death, and negatively impacted her workers’ compensation claim. Incorrect allergy history was also noted. Preventive
measures are suggested.
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