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Fact sheet based on WRI/SEEA/Southface April 2009 issue brief “Power of Efficiency” (www.wri.org/publication/southeast-energy-policy).

Tennessee
A national energy efficiency resource standard 
(EERS) could save Tennessee $3.5 billion and 
create more than 5,000 new jobs (Table 1).

Tennessee can reduce electricity consumption 
11% by 2015—meeting 100% of the expected 
increase in demand with efficiency gains.

Energy efficiency represents the cheapest option 
for meeting new energy needs (Figure 1). 
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Table 1. Savings with a National EERS in 2020
Annual 

Electricity 
Savings 

(GWh)

Peak Demand 
Savings 

(equivalent 300 MW 
power plants)

Energy 
Savings 
(millions)

Net Jobs 
Created

CO2 Emission 
Savings 
(million  

metric tons)

13,026 14 $3,505 5,104 12.3
Source: ACEEE’s March 2009 EERS analysis for a 15% target for electricity savings, 
10 percent target for natural gas savings by 2020 (see: www.aceee.org/pubs/e091.htm)


