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The QUEST large area astronomical camera was installed at the prime focus of the 
Oschin Schmidt Telescope at the Palomar Observatory in California. The camera was 
used to carry out a survey of low redshift Type 1a supernovae which are the 
distance indicators used in the measurement of the expansion history of the 
universe and thus provided a method to study the nature of the recently discovered 
major component of our Universe that is commonly designated as Dark Energy, The 
camera had been in operation at this telescope since 2003. We anticipated another 5 
or more years of operation of this survey. The camera thus needed some 
maintenance and minor upgrades to operate efficiently for the planned period of 
continued operation. 
 
The purpose of this DOE grant was to perform short  term maintenance on the 
QUEST camera. This work was completed in 2007-2008. The resulting camera was 
described in detail in C. Baltay et al  PASP 119,1278, 2007.The maintenance and 
minor upgrades were successful: so much so that the camera is still operating 
efficiently in 2012. The funds awarded to this grant were fully utilized during this 
period. 
 


